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are all unusually large and apparent, and 
CASE OF there is scarcely any hair. 


z After having had the bowels cleared out 
CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS once or twice by infusion of senna with 


RELIEVED BY TAPPING, manna, the following powder was ordered 
By James R. Suyrn, M.D. to be taken every sixth hour:— 


Calumel, half a grain ; 
Sugar, two grains. 

November 28th,1835.—Edward Saunders,/ December Ist. Has taken seven powders. 
aged five months, was born at the natural| Frequent slimy and greenish discharges 
period of gestation and at birth appeared to from the bowels. The mother considers 
be strong and healthy. He throve well that the child does not pass so much urine 
until attacked by small-pox, which occurred since he commenced to use the powders. 
when he was about five weeks old. He He is also more restless, somewhat feverish, 

through that disease pretty well, but and he has had several attacks of sickness 
about a fortnight or three weeks after he and vomiting. In other respects no change. 
was seized with severe griping pains of the |—Continue powders. 
bowels, and inward fits, accompanied with| 4. Has taken eight more powders. The 
dark, slimy discharges from the bowels. child has been more lively, and has rested 
About this time, or shortly after, the child’s | better during the last day or two; he has 
head was first perceived to be larger than | not screamed or started so much in sleep. 
natural, and its volume has continued slowly i The alvine excretions are still very frequent, 
to increase up to the present period. During | and vars in colour from that of wet chalk to 
the last month he has been taking occasion- green, Pulse and skin at present pretty 
ally a little aperient medicine. His present | natural, but the mother states that the tem- 
condition is as follows: surface generally perature of the head is changeable, that it is 
pale and chill ; there is not much emaciation, sometimes very hot and at other times 
but the flesh is soft and flabby ; pulse regu-| equally cold. Size of head unaltered ; 
lar, but frequent and weak ; bowels regular, | oscillation of eyes scarcely so violent; 
and their excretions healthy; urine very | pupils as before; no sickness.—Continue 
copious. The parents state that they con-| powders. Let a teaspoonful of astringent 
sider the child passes at least three pints | mixture, composed of infusion of catechu 
in the course of twenty-four hours, He fre-| comp., with a few drops of the tincture of 
quently makes water three or four times | opium, be taken with each. 
whilst at the breast, and he has been ob-| 6. Has taken the powders and mixture 
served to wet five or six napkins during the | regularly since last report. The excretions 
course of the night. Appetite good; tongue | from the bowels still rather frequent and 
clean ; sleep disturbed by frequent startings, | greenish; urine much less copious, con- 
and sometimes screaming ; violent and fre- ' sidered to be natural in quantity; pulse 
quent oscillation of the eyes; pupils nof quick and feeble, but regular ; tongue clean; 
dilated; no vision; senses of taste and surface chill ; great restlessness, both during 
hearing almost extinct; cranium much en- the night and day; oscillation of eyes very 
larged ; its measurement as follows: cir-| violent; bulk of head increased fully an 
cumference from forehead to occiput 22} inch in the transverse measurement, and 
inches, from each meatus auditorius over | three-fourths of an inch in the circumferen- 
the vertex 15}inches, The coronal, sagittal, | tial, No anorexia.—Continue the powders 
and lambdoidal sutures, are all very open, | three times a day, and repeat the mixture. 
and in any of these tracts the fluctuation in| 8. No appreciable change, either local or 
the interior of the head can be easily de-| general, since last examination; the medi- 
tected hy the sense of touch. There are not | cine has been used regularly, but no consti- 
the slightest cerebral movements or cerebral | tutional effects from the mercury are yet 
present, The veins of the scalp | manifest, G 
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Calomel, eight grains ; 

Sugar, 12 grains; divide into six pow- 
ders ; one every eighth hour ; a warm 
bath at once. 

9. Five o’clock, p.m. Has taken three of 
the last ordered powders. The child has 
had frequent attacks of retching and vomit- 
ing this morning. At present there is fre- 
quent and troublesome dry cough, with 
anorexia, dyspnoea, and restlessness, Sur- 
face and extremities chill; pulse quick and 
feeble, otherwise no change. Let a drop of 
the sedative liquor of opium, with a little 
syrup and tincture of cardamoms, be taken 
immediately, and repeated every fourth 
hour until the retching and vomiting cease. 
— the powders, but repeat the warm 


10. Had a fit of insensibility last night 
between eleven and twelve o’clock, which 
lasted three quarters of an hour. While 
this fit was present the child was so prostrate 
and cold that the parents considered him 
dying. The cough is still rather trouble- 
some, but the dyspnoea and attacks of vo- 
miting are much less urgent; pulse fre- 
quent, feeble, and intermittent; alvine 
excretions still greenish, but more natural 
in quantity. Scarcely any urine 
since yesterday. No alteration in condition 
of head since the report of the 6th, 

12. The general condition of the child 
has improved considerably during the last 
twodays. There has been no return of in- 
sensibility, and the dyspnoea and sickness, 
with the other signs of prostration, have 
disappeared. The urinary secretion is re- 
established. Pulse, skin, and excretions 
from the bowels more natural; no change 
2 of head.—Omit all the reme- 


March 15. Had not seen the child now 
for the space of three months. In all re- 
spects little or no alteration since last exa- 
mination. On applying a piece of tape to 
the head its volume was found to be exactly 
the same as when last measured. Appetite 
good; bowels said to be regular, and ex- 
cretions of a healthy appearance. Diuresis 
still continues. The mother states that she 
has observed the child to make water thirty- 
six times from six o’clock yesterday even- 
ing until seven o’clock this morning. Two 
incisor teeth are just protruding in the 
lower jaw.—No medicine prescribed. 

April 17. The child has had frequent 
attacks of slight convulsive fits during the 
last fortnight, which have been chiefly con- 
fined to the eyes, muscles of the face, and 
the arms. The head has rather increased 
in size, and the hair has considerably grown 
during the last month. Appetite good ; 
sleeps well; pulse pretty natural; bowels 
regular; diuresis, as before.—No medicine 
prescribed, 

June 8. The size of the head continues to 

» and two small tumours have 


DR. J. R. SMYTH’S CASE OF 


formed on its lateral and posterior part, in 
the course of the lambdoidal suture. There 
is also considerable emaciation, and the 
child has now frequent attacks of violent 
and general convulsions, which alternate 
sometimes with fits of general tension of 
the body. Stupor and oscillation of eyes 
continual and intense; vision, pupils, and 
senses of hearing and of taste as before 
stated. Much starting and grinding of the 
teeth in sleep. Pulse feeble, frequent, and 
irregular; urine very copious and limpid; 
surface chill. 

Seeing that we had failed to effect any im- 
provement in the condition of the child by the 
mercurial treatment, and having little de- 
pendence, under the existing circumstances 
of disease, in any of the other alteratives in 
use, we thought it right at once to have 
recourse to the operation of tapping the 
head, and to-day, at two o'clock, p.M., after 
having placed the child on its back, on its 
mother’s lap, and the hair having been 
closely removed from the site of the ope- 
ration, a short longitudinal incision was 
made with the lancet through the scalp, 
down to the dura mater, a little to the eh 
and about half an inch behind the anterior 
fontanelle, and a fine trocar and canula 
introduced to the lateral ventricle; four 
ounces of clear water were drawn off, and a 
piece of lint applied to the wound, and the 
head tightly bound up with a flapnel roller. 
The child immediately after the operation 
became faint and pale, and experienced a 
slight convulsive fit which was confined to 
the muscles of the face and arms,—No 
medicine prescribed. 

9, One o'clock, p.m, Spent a quiet night. 
He turned upon his face during the night, 
and the bandage and compress came off the 
head, but no water escaped from the wound. 
Had two severe fits of convulsions this 
morning. From the time the operation was 
performed till twelve o’clock midaight (10 
hours) the child made water only four times. 
Has made water very frequently this morn- 
ing. The wound of the scalp has healed, 
and the head seems as full and tense as be- 
fore the operation was performed. Tongue 
clean; bowels regular; pulse undisturbed. 
—No medicine prescribed, 

13. No very appreciable change since the 
9th, except that the head in both measure- 
ments appears to be from a quarter to half 
an inch less. Repeated the operation this 
morning in the manner already described, 
The trocar having been introduced about a 
quarter of an inch from the former puncture, 
six ounces of limpid water were drawn off, 
Towards the close of the operation, as the 
fluid continued to escape, the vertex became 
considerably concave, and the child pale 
and chill, but did not, as before, manifest 
any signs of convulsions. The incision in 
the scalp bled more freely at this operation 
than at the former one, After the bandage 
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was applied to the head the child appeared} July 7. Head again much distended 
endeavouring to look about him, with some and tense,’ and the child has frequent 
consciousness and surprise of countenance. | fits of general convulsions. There is also 
The mother states that during the last day | much stupor and oscillation of eyes; other- 
or two he is more lively and more disposed wise as before. Appetite good. Operated 
to exercise his arms, These (what he had | again to-day. The puncture was this time 
not before been able to do) he has once or made on the right side of the longitudinal 
twice raised to his mouth. Otherwise no | sinus, and the trocar introduced to the cor- 
change.—No medicines prescribed; but let | responding lateral ventricle. The scalp bled 
the child be as much as possible in the open | rather freely, and the child appeared, from 
air, and let him have some beef-tea three | its screams, to have experienced consider- 
or four times a day. able pain during the introductioa of the in- 


14. Eleven o'clock, a.m. Passed a quiet 
night ; condition of the child in all respects 


much the same as yesterday, except that the 
circulation and vital powers are rather more | 


strument. Six ounces of clear water were 
drawn off, and the roller, as before, applied 
to the head. The system did not appear in 
the least affected by this operation ; no 


depressed. The vertex remains concave manifestations of either syncope or convul- 
and the brain collapsed, as immediately | sions followed it. The child sucked dur- 
after the extraction of the water. Thedrop-| ing the time the water was escaping, 
sical effusion appears to have been sus- | and seemed altogether unconscious of what 
— during the last twenty-four hours, was going forward.—No wmedicine pre- 

uses the breast.—To havea warm bath scribed; but let the child have a little beef- 
immediately, and occasionally a little cor- | tea or arrow-root, three or four times a day, 
dial medicine, | and let him be as much as possible in the 

15. Had the bath, but no effect appeared open air. 

to be produced by it. The child spent a We made a visit late in the evening, and 
feverish and restless night. Skin, at pre-| were not a little surprised to find that the 
sent, hot and dry; eyes dull, and their os- head was almost as full and tense as in the 
cillations languid. There is a slight patchy , morning before the operation was performed. 


exanthema on the shoulders and front part The child is evi- 
dently improving; he is becoming lively, 
and the stupor and drowsiness are disap- 
pearing. There is also more freedom of 
motion of the head and limbs, No retarn 
of convulsive fits since yesterday. The os- 


of the neck; pulse rapid and irregular ; 
urize scanty; bowels confined. Refuses 
the breast, but takes a little milk and water 
when put into the mouth. Vertex remains 
concave and brain collapsed. No grinding 


8. Spent a good night. 


of the teeth, but much moaning during cillation of the eyes is still violent, but some 
improvement is observable in this phenome- 
non. The motion of the eye is much less 
| languid, and the duration of the writhe less 


P- 
Calomel, three grains ; 


Antimonial powder, eight grains ; 
Sugar, eight grains. Divide into six prolonged. Tongue clean; pulse and skin 


equal parts ; one every six hours. 

Antimonial wine, one drachm ; 

Ipecacac, wine, one drachm ; | remedies prescribed. 
Syrup, two drachms ; | 18. The size of the head has slightly in- 
Carraway water, one ounce. Twosmall creased during the last ten days, and the 
spoonfuls every second hour. | vertex is now quite distended and tense. 
16. Spent a better night and is not so hot The general health and condition of the child 
or feverish as yesterday. Exanthema still are much improved. The little patient is 
present, and vertex still concave, and brain remarkably animated and lively ; he now 
collapsed. Two or three greenish discharges laughs frequently, and is conscious of, and 
have been passed from the bowels. In other much pleased with, being caressed. The 
respects no change.—Continue medicines. —_ convulsive fits have entirely ceased since 
18. Considerable improvement in condi-| the 7th inst. He is very fond of being out 
tion of the child to-day, The pyrexial symp- of doors in the open air, and he seems to 
toms have nearly subsided, and the exan- derive some pleasure (perhaps benefit) from 
thema has entirely disappeared. Skin, | pretty tight friction of the scalp with the 
pulse, and state of bowels more natural. hand, which the mother has been in the 
Sleeps better, and is less disinclined to use habit of performing for some time back, 
the breast. Vertex remains concave and and which we have ordered to be continued 
brain collapsed.—Continue medicines. and repeated frequently during the day. 
26. Little or no alteration in the condition Pulse, state of bowels, and skin pretty na- 
of the child during the last eight days. The tural; diuresis again present. Punctured 
vertex is still slightly concave; the circum- the head to-day again, and allowed seven 
ferential measurement of the head has in- ounces of clear water to escape. The child 
creased an inch ; its transverse measurement screamed loudly during the introduction of 
has diminished an inch. The diuresis has the trocar, of which he appears more acutely 
Intermit medicines, _ sensible at each puncture. Some 
2 


| pretty natural; bowels regular; urine not 
copious, He takes his beef-tea,—Continue 
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retching and vomiting followed the opera- 
tion, The roller, as before, was applied to 
the head.—No medicine prescribed, but con- 
tinue the present diet and regimen with the 
friction of the scalp. 

21. Going on extremely well. No febrile 
movement followed the operation. The child 
has been playful and in high spirits during 
the last three days. The water has already 
reaccumulated in the head, which is now 
quite full and tense. In the manifest im- 
provement, however, of the general health 
the condition of the brain has obviously 
much participated. The insensibility and 
sleepiness, and every other indication of 
cerebral oppression which hitherto existed 
have entirely disappeared. The child is 
now very vigilant, and can exercise his 
senses ; he listens to every sound, more par- 
ticularly that of the ~sice, with remarkable 
attention, and turns his eyes towards the di- 
rectiun whence it proceeds. The eyes are 
more steady, and with the countenance alto- 
gether more lively and intelligent. Pupils, 
as before, not dilated, but if anything slightly 
contracted and quickly obedient to the 
light, to the presence of which the mother 
thinks the child itself is now, in some de- 
gree, sensible. The sutures of the skull are 
considerably less open, which results not 
from diminution of the size of the head, but 
from advancement of ossification, and in- 
creasing volume of the cranial bones. The 
flesh, also, is more firm, and the body and 
limbs more plump and round, Appetite 
good; sleeps well; no return of fits; 
bowels regular; diuresis still present. — 
Continue all the remedies. 

August 2. Little or no alteration in any 
respect in the condition of the child since 
lastreport. The ossification of the cranial 
bones has progressed a little, and the size of 
the sutures are still further lessened. Two 
incisor teeth have made their appearance, 
one in the upper and one in the lower jaw. 
Operated and drew off twelve ounces of clear 
water. Drs. Baird, R. Routh, aad one or 
two other medical gentlemen, were present ; 
- retching or faintness followed the opera- 

on. 

Being desirous of giving mechanical sup- 
port to the head more efficient than that 
afforded by the roller, we had a sort of 
many-tailed tourniquet bandage * construct- 
ed, which was now applied, and by means 
of which the cranial bones could be so 


* This bandage answered its object very 
well. One broad strip of it embraced the 
head longitudinally, the others vertically. 
On the former, besides a buckle, was fixed 
a screw, like that of a tourniquet. To the 
latter were attached merely buckles. On 
applying the instrament moderately tight to 
the head by means of the buckles, by a few 
turns of the screw, the head could be com- 
pressed to any extent thought requisite. 


pressed together and approximated, as to be 
brought into complete contact, although at 
some points they were from an inch and a 
half to two inches apart.—Continue the pre- 
sent diet and regimen. 

We visited the child in the evening and 
found him lying on his side in bed, ina 
playful manner muttering to himself. 

4. No change during the last two days, 
except that the head is again half distended. 
Tightened the bandage, which had become a 
little slack. 

6. Had a restless night, and has been 
retching and vomiting frequently this morn- 
ing. Skin hot and dry; pulse quick; urine 
scanty and high coloured ; little appetite; 
bowels confined. The head remains in the 
same state of distention as on the 4th.—To 
have an aperient powder immediately, and 
occasionally a little febrifuge mixture. 

8. The pyrexial symptoms have all dis- 
appeared ; appetite returned ; diuresis again 
present; head full and tense; considerable 
emaciation of the body and limbs during the 
last few days, and the ossification of the 
cranial bones does not appear to be pro- 
gressing. The child is becoming peevish 
and listiess, but he is still fond of being out 
of doors in the open air, and he takes his 
beef-tea regularly. 

10. No improvement or appreciable alte- 
ration during the last two days. Punctured 
the head again. Dr. Baird and Mr. Vance 
were present and suggested that the whole 
of the water should be drawn off. The 
trocar was introduced close to the cicatrice 
of the last wound, and between sixteen and 
seventeen ounces of clear water escaped. 
At the close of the operation the child be- 
came faint and pale, and vomited two or 
three times. A few teaspoonfuls of a cor- 
dial mixture were administered which im- 
mediately revived him. The head now pre- 
sented a very singular appearance. The 
scalp was quite loose and flaccid, and the 
vertex formed the floor of a deep concavity, 
at the bottom of which the feeble pulsatory 
movements of the brain were just percepti- 
ble to the touch. By the advice of Mr. 
Vance the tourniquet bandage (the pressure 
of which had caused one or two small spots 
of inflammation on the scalp) was now dis- 
continued, and the flannel roller resumed,— 
Continue remedies. 

11. Had a good and quiet night, but has 
been retching and vomiting this morning. 
Occasional starting and raising of hands to 
head; skin rather hot; pulse frequent ; 
urine scanty ; bowels confined, bat appetite 
not deficient. Vertex still concave, but less 
so than yesterday. Otherwise as before.— 
Let the child have a little castor oil immedi- 
ately, and let five grains of strong mercurial 
ointment be rubbed upon the thighs every 
night at bedtime.— Continue all the re- 
medies. 

14, The ointment has been rubbed in three 


a 
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times, and the child has been very irritable 
and peevish during the last two days; his 
sleep, also, has been disturbed by frequent 
startings ; little appetite; diuresis as be- 
fore ; head full, but not tense ; bowels free. 
—Continue the ointment and other remedies. 

22. The parents have discontinued the 
use of the ointment, as the child has not 
been able, for some days, to use the breast 
in consequence of soreness of the lips and 
tongue. These parts are at present covered 
with a thick crop of aphthe. On applying 
the tape to the head its size was found to be 
exactly the same as when firat measured, 
namely, 22} inches by 15}. Otherwise no 
change. Operated for the seventh time, and 
drew off twelve ounces of straw-coloured 
water, which did not appear to affect the 
child in the least. Roller applied to the 
head as before.—Omit the ointment and 
continue the diet and regimen. Let the 
child be removed for some time into the 


country. 

30. The child has been in the country 
during the last five weeks, which has not 
been productive of any improvement in his 
condition. The head, indeed, appears now 
larger and more tense than we have ever 
seen it, and the trunk and limbs are more 
emaciated; countenance dull and oppress- 
ed; oscillation of eyes violent; and he has 
lately experienced one or two rather severe 
fits of general convulsions ; diuresis urgent ; 
appetite good; and continues to take his 
beef-tea with eagerness; in other respects 
no change. 

Punctured the head again, and extracted 
28 ounces of straw-coloured water; no signs 
of faintness or manifestations of suffering 
from this operation.—To go on as before. 

October 3. Was very restless, and had 
several fits of slight convulsions the night 
following the operation ; the next day, how- 
ever, the child was better and tranquil, and 
has continued so till the present time, with- 
out any return of the fits; the water, to a 
considerable extent, has reaccumulated in 
the head; in other respects the same,— 
To go on as before. 

12. Head much distended and tense, and 
from the progressing emaciation of the trunk 
and extremities, appears now unusually 
large; the stupor and dulness of hearing, 
though less intense than before, are again 
present, and the oppression of countenance 
is increasing. No return of the convulsions, 
and pupils still as first described, not dilat- 
ed; surface chill; pulse weak and very 
quick ; urine profuse. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Baird a puncture 
was now made in the back part of the head; 
the trocar being introduced in the course of 
the lambdoidal suture, to the left of the os 
triquetrum. Forty-two ounces of clear 
water were drawn off, aad the child did not 
appear in the least affected by it. Roller 
tightly applied to the head. the child 
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have a teaspoonful or two of a cordial mix- 
ture occasionally. 

13. Spent a restless night; the vertex re- 
mains concave, and brain collapsed, as after 
the operation; and the condition of the 
child, ia all respects, much the same as yes- 
terday; no convulsions; appetite pretty 
good, and sucks often.—Let a little boiled 
milk with arrow-root be substituted for the 
beef-tea. 

15. No change in the condition of the 
child during the last two days, except that 
the head is again nearly full. 

As we were rather dissatisfied at the 
manner in which the calomel administered 
at an early period of the treatment had dis- 
agreed with the little patient, we now felt 
disposed again to try the effects of the me- 
dicine ; and considering that the pressure of 
the water on the brain had in the first in- 
stance interfered with its absorption and 
constitutional action, to obviate this cir- 
« t a puncture was a second time 
made in the course of the Jambdoidal suture, 
and 20 ounces of clear water extracted. 
The following powder was ordered to be 
given tothe child every sixth hour :— 

Calomel, quarter of a grain ; 

Compound ipecacuanha powder, one-eighth 
of a grain ; 

White sugar, one grain. A powder. 

16. One o'clock, p.m. Three of the powders 
have been taken, and three or four thin, 
light-coloured evacuations have been passed 
from the bowels. The night has been spent 
in restlessness and whining. About five 
o'clock this morning the child fell asleep, 
since which time he has remained quiet and 
silent ; at present he appears to be in a semi- 
comatose state. There is violent oscilla- 
tion * of the eyes, with frequent grinding of 


* Writhing, perhaps, would be a more 
appropriate term than oscillation for this 
morbid motion of the eyes, which evidently 
is not, like that of a pendulum, from which 
the term seems to have been transferred, 
either mechanical or uniformly lateral. Ino 
the case just related the eyes, though almost 
in continual lateral motion, were sometimes 
turned downwards ; but what appeared to 
us remarkable, we never once saw them di- 
rected upwards, As an instance of the dis- 
cordance which, in some points, not infre- 
quently occurs in the general description of 
a disease and the phenomena of individual 
cases, we shall give a short quotation from 
Dr. Copland’s “ Dictionary of Practical 
Medicine” (Part III., p. 677), describing 
the condition of the head and the senses, 
and more particularly the eyes, in his third 
variety of chronic hydrocephalus, that to 
which the present case belongs :—* When 
the cranium is very much enlarged the coun- 
tenance presents a nearly triangular form, 
owing to the bones and the lower features 
of the face retaining their natural size, or 
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teeth; considerable tension of the extre- 
mities; skin dry and hot; tongue dry; 
_ very rapid and irregular; respiration 

urried and heaving; anorexia, with imme- 
diate vomiting when anything is taken into 
the stomach; urine very scanty; vertex 
concave, and brain collapsed. 

17. Had an attack of general convulsions 
about nine o’clock yesterday evening, which 
was repeated at longer and shorter inter- 
vals, till three o’clock this morning. He 
died at four, an hoar after. 


Dissection eight hours after Death. 


Great and general emaciation. On laying 
open the head, by a crucial incision over 
the vertex, the dura mater presented its 
usual healthy appearance; the arachnoid 
membrane was of a pinkish hue, and its 
vessels gorged with blood of rather an arte- 
rial colour, The convolutions of the cere- 
brum were completely obliterated, and this 
division of the brain formed a large double 
cul de sac, smooth externally and internally, 
which contained four pints of clear water. 
The lateral ventricles, and also the third, in 
which this fluid had collected, communicat- 
ed by an opening almost as large as the 
foramen of Winslow in the peritoneum ; the 
septum lucidum and the fornix being absent, 
either from morbid destruction or non-deve- 
lopment. The serous membrane lining the 
entire of this cavity was somewhat thicker 
and less transparent than natural; its veins 
were much enlarged ; and their course, con- 
verging from the circumference to the centre, 
was beautifully conspicuous. The plexus 
choroides were large, and of a drenched 
appearance. The cerebral substance was 
much softened and very thin; on the upper 
part of the anterior lobe it was little more 
than a line in depth; its thickness increased 
in the middle and posterior lobes. 

There were no appearances, either in the 


being smaller than usual. As the disease 
proceeds, the sutures are more and more se- 

rated, sometimes so far as to admit of 

uctuation being felt, as remarked by Tul- 
pius, Dreyssig, Monro, and others. The 
veins of the neck become enlarged (Lentin 
saw them varicose); the carotid arteries 
pulsate with much force ; and the head ge- 
nerally hangs on one side, or on the breast. 
Owing to the unequal yielding of the cranial 
parietes, some one part of the head is occa- 
sionally more prominent than another. The 
eyes are generally watery, covered by the 
eyelids; the pupils dilated, directed up- 
wards, occasionally downwards (Feiler, 
Goelis, Schmidt), and sometimes horizon- 
tally, to either commissure of the eyelids. 
The senses, the intellectual faculties, and 
the locomotive organs and functions betray 
more or less disorder; sight is first impair- 
ben and all the other senses subsequently 
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brain or its membranes, from which it could 
have been inferred that inflammation to any 
extent had followed any of the punctures, 
The situation of three or four of these were 
marked by little cicatrices, or white lines, in 
the cerebral substance, similar to those 
which remain on the arm after venesection, 
The arachnoid membrane and pia mater, at 
the base of the brain, were much thickened, 
and also covered by a deep incrustation of 
stratified lymph, which exhibited a differ- 
ence in colour and consistence, as if its effu- 
sion had taken place at old and recent dates. 
On removal of this lymph, with the subja- 
cent membranes, the cerebral nerves, white 
and healthy looking, were seen issuing from 
their respective origins. No tubercular de- 
posits * of any sort were found either in the 
cerebral substance or its meninges. The 
condition of the cerebellum appeared pretty 
healthy. Weight of the cerebrum and cere- 
bellum, with a portion of the medulla ob- 
longata, one pound ten ounces and a half, 
These, after the whole of the water was re- 
moved from the cranium, did not occupy 
more than between a third and fourth of its 
cavity. No other part of the body was exa- 
mined. Quantity of water extracted at each 
operation :— 
Operation first.. 4 ounces. 

second 

third . 6 

fourth. 7 

fifth .. 12 

sixth.. 16 

seventh 12 

eighth,. 28 

ninth .. 42 

tenth .. 20 

Found in the head 


Total.... 217 


This water, during the course of the treat- 
ment, was several times tested in the usual 
manner, by heat and an acid, but no trace of 
albumen was detected. 

In the treatment of this case of chronic 
hydrocephalus, although we were not so 
successful as to have established a cure, 
nevertheless we must claim some credit for 
the therapeutic measures employed, in hay- 
ing effected for a time considerable and ma- 
nifest improvement in the condition of the 
brain, and also in the general condition and 
health of the child. In combating disease 
(let us here observe), especially if of an in- 
tractable and destructive nature, when, from 
the peculiarities of the case, it may be 
deemed fit to have recourse to remedial 
means of doubtful or disputed reputati 
though death, as in this instance, shou 


* We allude to the appearances lately 
disclosed in some interesting papers on In- 
fantile Pathvlogy, by Dr. P. H, Green. 
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ultimately supersede our efforts, it must still 
be satisfactory to know that by these an 
amelioration of symptoms and some pro- 
longation of life had beenobtained. We are 
fally aware of the difference of opinion 
which generally prevails regarding the re- 
sults, whether beneficial or otherwise, of 
tapping the head in this affection ; and seve- 
ral of the facts that have been urged on both 
sides of the question we had an opportunity 
of witnessing, during the progress of the 
present case, to a few of which, with some 
other points in its pathology, we mean now 
briefly to advert. 

It is scarcely necessary to state that we 
are advocates of the operation, and, on this 
account, naturally feel the more disposed to 
draw attention chiefly to those circumstances 
in the treatment of the case which must evi- 
dently be considered commendatory of the 
measure. Look at the condition of the child 
when it first came under our care, and dur- 
ing the early medicinal treatment, and com- 
pare this with that which it presented from 
the third, until after the sixth operation. 
What a happy alteration in all respects did 
not the state of the little patient exhibit 
during this latter period! and to what was it 
attributable? Solely and simply, we think, 
to the relief afforded to the brain by the re- 
moval of the incumbent fluid. Observe the 

t amendment which had taken place, 
not only in the cerebral functions, but also 
throughout the entire extent of the animal 
and organic systems. The attacks of con- 
vulsions had ceased ; the stupor and drow- 
siness had disappeared; sensibility and 
voluntary motility had returned; the senses 
were resuming their functions; and the de- 
velopment of the mental faculties had ac- 
tively commenced, The sense of hearing, as 
we have seen, from having been almost 
extinct, had become remarkably acute. 
Vision, also, to some extent, had returned, 
and the expression of the eyes, and of the 
countenance altogether, was considerably 
improved and more intelligent. The circu- 
lation, too, had become mere diffused and 
equable, and the functions of assimilation 
and of nutrition were more healthily per- 
formed ; these latter amendments, vital and 
important, as will be granted, were very 
manifest, in the much less anemic appear- 
ance of the cutaneous circulation in general, 
and that of the scalp in particular; and by 
the plumpness and firmness which the body 
and limbs had acquired, and also by the 
progressing ossification of the cranial bones. 
Up to this point matters could scarcely have 
gone on more satisfactorily or more to the 
credit of the operation ; butafterthe seventh 
tapping, when the child was ordered into 
the conntry, we had relinquished, we ac- 
knowledge, all hope of its recovery; and 
the subsequent punctures and other remedial 
measures were had recourse to, more with 


the object of alleviating symptoms and miti- 


gating suffering, than from any hope wethen 
entertained of effecting a cure. It has been 
seen, however, that the extent to which the 
water had accumulated in the head during 
the child’s stay in the country, had brought 
on a return of the con, ulsions, and that these 
inauspicious symptoms, on the removal of 
the fluid, again subsided, and did not 
return tilla short time previous to death, 
This fact of itself, as it contains some thera- 
peutic instruction, is not undeserving of a 
little attention; and, though not altogether 
in place, we are tempted here to remark, 
that it cannot be the part of a diligent phy- 
siologist, or of a humane and attentive physi- 
cian, to permit his prognosis, however unfa- 
vourable it may necessarily be, either to 
impair his interest in the terminating pheno- 
mena of disease, or interrupt his solicitude 
in administering whatever relief his art or 
his anxiety might suggest. With us, un- 
questionably, there is no period in the pro- 
gress of human suffering which more fully 
engages our attention, and from which, we 
conceive, we derive so much information as 
the period now referred to, namely, the latter 
hours of fatal illness. Is it not, we would 
ask the student of the bedside, at this par- 
ticular time, during the coexistence of dis- 
ease and incipient dissolution, as the symp- 
toms of the former are gradually being ob- 
scured in the signs of the latter, that human 
pathology becomes most aualytical, and de- 
velops some, nay, many, of its most im- 
pressive and instructive facts, and therefore 
that much critical and practical knowledge 
of the direct dependencies of the several 
vital functions may be obtained by atten- 
tively observing the order in which their 
lesions rapidly supervene, together with the 
increasing difficulty with which life is sus- 
tained, as these become more and more nu- 
merous. We would willingly contipue our 
observations on this point, but it would de- 
tain us from our subject. 

We have said that we are advocates of 
this operation, we shall state our reasons, 
They are these :—We advocate it, 1st, from 
the number of cures which it is reported to 
have produced, and we are satisfied it has 
done, in the hands of other and more ex 
rienced operators. Dr. Conquest, in thi 
country, and Graefe, on the continent, have 
published some cases in which they seem to 
have been singularly successful; 2ndly, 
from the very manifest benefit which we 
ourselves observed to result from it in the 
present aggravated, aad, as was considered, 
hopeless case ; and, 3rdly, from the obvious 
rationality of the measure, as it would ap- 
pear to us, when had recourse to at the 
proper period, and under the particular 
combination of lesions, which ought, indeed, 
we conceive, per se to indicate its applica- 
tion. When the head, like as in the case 
under consideration, has become so enlarged 
that its appearance altogether might bear 
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some resemblance to that of a small balloon, 
and the coronal and sagittal sutures are 
from one to two or three inches asunder, and 
when over these parts the scalp has become 
So distended and tense that it has acquired 
a smooth and shining surface; and further 
when the touch here can discover no cerebral 
motion, but can easily detect the subjacent 
fluid, and if (as no doubt generally is the 
case) with this set of physical signs, coma, 
insensibility, and, perhaps, convulsions be 
joined, no reliance on general expedients 
should, in our humble opinion, delay for a 
moment the employment of the trocar. This 
case, it may be mentioned, had been under 
the cere of several medical men, and had 
undergone a variety of treatment before we 
Saw it, but no means that had been adopted 
had afforded any relief, or, indeed, produced 
any effect on the disease. The tapping alone 
wrought the first change; which change, 
seconded by the nutritious diet of beef-tea, 
and the salutary exercise in the open air, 
we had every expectation, for some time, 
would have gone on to a perfect care. To 
what we are to attribute the cause of the 
relapse it is difficult to say. The parents 
latterly became impatient and negligent, and 
the child in consequence did not receive 
the attention we should have wished. 

As a good example of the pathological 
sympathy which is frequently manifested 
between the brain under some states of dis- 
order, and the functions of the kidneys, we 
would instance the diuresis that was present 
in this case, and the manner in which it was 
immediately influenced by the removal! of 
the water at each operation. Atthese times, 
indeed, it appeared to us, that a sort of 
metastastic connection existed between the 
sudden diminution of the renal secretion, and 
the rapid simultaneous reappearance of the 
cerebral effusion, 

Is it not a circumstance of some curiosity 
and interest, and somewhat difficult to 
understand, that the improvement which took 
place in the general health and condition, 
and also, as we have seen, in the state of the 
brain itself, of this child, was not, as might 
have been expected, accompanied by a con- 
sentaneous reduction, or return to a more 
natural size of the head, or in fact any abate- 
ment of the dropsical accumulation? The 
head certainly on measurement was found 
to have varied a little in dimensions two or 
three times during the course of the treat- 
ment, but this, it seemed to us, was not 
owing to anything otherwise than a casual 
modification in the state of the effusion ; for 
we actually observed, not without consider- 
able correction of our preconceived ideas 
on the matter, that during the period when 
the child’s condition externally in all re- 
spects was most of all improved and im- 
proving. at that very time, on occasion of 
the removal of the water from the head, the 
distention returned with greatest celerity. 
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What explanation are we enabled to offer 
of phenomena so seemingly discrepant? If 
we criticise with attention the salutary 
alterations which our treatment had effected, 
will it not be perceived that the greater 
part, indeed, that all of them, can be traced 
to a more active and healthy performance 
generally of two or three of the organic 
functions, namely, circulation, exhalation, 
and nutrition; and that it was simply to 
our having succeeded to a considerable ex- 
tent in arousing these primitive principles, 
simultaneously with their increased ac- 
tivity in other parts, to a more energetic 
state of action within the cranium, that we 
are indebted for the temporary revival of 
the cerebral functions themselves, properly 
so called, i.e. sensation, motion, and intel- 
lect; and to that we must also attribute the 
cause of the continuance of the hydropic 
effusion. The proximate cause of the disease 
we are disposed to think, was seated, not in 
the arterial but in the venous side of the cere- 
bral circulation, and involved a defect in the 
function of absorption; and notwithstand- 
ing the reaction, and approach to a more 
normal condition, which were manifested, 
for a time, in the state of the brain, its ani- 
mal and also its organic functions above- 
mentioned, this lesion of absorption re- 
mained unrepaired from first to last, which, 
we have no doubt, was the reason of our 
ultimate failure in effecting a cure. ; 
The principal ill consequences which 
have been placed to the discredit of the 
operation, are, inflammation of the substance 
of the brain, or its membranes, and cerebral 
collapse. Of the former, mechanical injury 
by the trocar has been considered the cause. 
Bat our experience in the case under con- 
sideration would lead us to doubt the entire 
correctness of this opinion ; for, on refer- 
ence to the dissection, it will be found that 
the vicinity of the punctures were exempt 
from all inflammatory results, but that these 
were located in a different part of the brain, 
namely, at its base. These facts have in- 
duced us to think that perhaps in this case 
it was not so much the puncturing of the 
brain as the consequent collapse of the 
organ which gave rise to its several attacks 
of inflammation; and this opinion, it may 
be allowed, receives more than a little cor- 
roboration by our having observed, during 
the treatment, that the symptoms of cere- 
bral inflammation and the state of cerebral 
collapse were always concomitant; that 
after each operation, although the brain 
necessarily became more or less collapsed, 
if that state continued longer than twenty- 
four honrs, it was afterwards accompanied 
by general febrile excitement, and symp- 
toms of cerebral inflammation, and that on 
the disappearance of these the dropsical 
effusion was again quickly repeated, and 
the brain rendered distended and tense. 
Such phenomena we observed not only once 
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but three or four times; and the mode in 
which it would occur to us to explain them 
would be that under the condition of col- 
lapse, the mass and weight of the brain 
instead of being supported and pressing, 
as in the healthy state of the organ they 
naturally do, on the sides as well as on the 
base of the cavity of the cranium, pressed 
wholly on this latter part, thereby producing 
more or less obstruction of the circulation, 
with some degree of irritation of the inter- 
membranes on which the inflamma- 

tory attacks supervened; that during the 
existence of these attacks, and more espe- 
cially of the sympathetic febrile excitement, 
owing to, and concomitant with, the general 
arrest of secretion and exhalation which 
accompanies and characterises such a state 
of the system, the local effusion in the 
sent inst was suspended, and the 
in, in ¢ q » re d collapsed. 
But, as has already been remarked, as these 
inflammatory and febrile states disappeared, 
and the processes of exhalation and secre- 
tion generally resumed activity, the drop- 
sical effusion was speedily repeated, and 
the brain rendered distended and tense. If 
this explanation be ¢orrect, what is the in- 
struction, and what are the practical indica- 


tions which it contains? Does it not point 
to the propriety, in performing the operation, 
of using every precaution to avoid the oc- 
currence of collapse? and that, it appears | 
to us, can only be done by extracting the 
water slowly and in small quantities. From 
four to six ounces is the most, we think, 
that should be drawn off at a time. 

The practice by acupuncture, recently had | 
recourse to in the treatment of other species | 
of dropsies, namely, hydrocele and ascites, 
might, perhaps, be beneficially applied to 
chronic hydrocephalus; and as we think 
well of it, we intend, indeed, in the first | 
case like the present which may come under 
our care, requiring to be operated upon, to 
give itatrial. A few words more in con- 
clusion.: 

In a former paper,* in which we described 
three cases of cerebral disease in children, 
which we considered to be cases of chronic 
hydrocephalus in its first stage, we pointed | 
out the presence of a murmur or sound ac- 
companying the cerebral pulsations, andible 
on the application of the ear to the interior 
fontanelle and parietal bones. In the case 
we are now considering, it is well worthy 
of notice, though a similar affection to those 
to which we allude, but in a different and 
more advanced stage of its progress, this 
auscultic phenomenon was entirely absent. 
And why’ Because, in fact, the diseases, 
though similar in names, were very different 
in their pathological natures. In the cases 
of Crispin, Long, and Moore, in the paper 
above referred to, (which regarded as cases 


of chronic hydrocephalus, should, perhaps, 
be viewed as more in their causes than ac- 
tually formed) considerable excitement of 
the circulation and increased action of the 
vessels of the brain, which appears, indeed, 
to belong to the earliest stage of the malady, 
and from which the sound evidently results, 
were present. But not so in this case of 
Saunders; here the disease was in its fullest 
state of development; its pathology had run 
its course complete, and had passed beyond 
the point at which if the child’s head had 
been auscultated the sound in question 
would, no doubt, have been detected. Here 
the cerebral circulation, instead of being 
excited and accelerated, had become de- 
pressed and languid, almost to arrest, and 
the usual pulsatory movements of the brain 
had altogether ceased. 

As a diagnostic sign of chronic hydro- 
cephalus in its most incipient state, that 
state obviously in which remedial measures 
can be had recourse to with most hope of 
success, we are much disposed to think this 
cerebral murmur will be found of consider- 
able practical utility; and, as an instance 
in point, we will here relate a case which 
has occurred within the humble range of our 
own experience. Nearly three years ago, 
Mr. M‘Cay, then of Stewart-street, Bishops- 
gate,* a fellow-student of ours, whose atten- 
tion we had drawn to the existence of this 
sound in the heads of some children, re- 
quested us to examine a case with him, in 
a court behind the Bank, of a child of the 
name of Griffiths, between two and three 
years old. On examination we found the 
child drooping, peevish, and pale; its flesh 
soft and flabby; its abdomen larger than 
natural; the bowels irregular; its sleep 
disturbed ; some thirst, and occasional com- 
plaints of headach. The head did not ap- 
pear in any degree enlarged, but the anterior 
fontanelle was still open, and its pulsations 
more heaving than natural, and on applying 
the ear over the part, the subjacent sound 
was very audible. We at once expressed 
our apprebension to the mother that the in- 
disposition under which her child laboured 
was dropsy of the brain, commencing or 
already present, and prescribed accordingly. 
We did not see or hear anything further of 
this child for about two years ; at the end 
of which time,to a day or two (not having a 
case of the disease then in our own practice), 
we went in search of it, and,to our surprise, 
found it. And how? Just moribund, with 
its head enormously enlarged and full of 
water. We learned from the parents that 
from the time we first saw the child its 
general health never showed any signs of 
improvement, but gradually became worse, 
and its head commenced to enlarge; that 
up to the time of its death it had been con- 
tinually under medical care, but without 


* “Medical Gazette,” August 19th, 1837. 


* Now, we believe, at Abergavenny, 
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having experienced any satisfactory relief 
from any treatment which was adopted. No 
operation was performed. 

In the paper which we have already re- 
ferred to we took occasion to mention that 
we thought some analogy might be per- 
ceived to exist between the condition of the 
brain and its circulation during the presence 
and absence of this cerebral sound in chro- 
nic hydrocephalus, and the condition of the 
lungs, or lung, and its respiration during the 
presence and absence of the respiratory 
murmur, in the dis’. ‘es of empyema and 
hydrothorax. Whe: e began to operate 
upon the child the i... oceurred to us that 
if the treatment should prove successful, as 
the cure advanced, and the quantity of 
water in the head gradually diminished, we 
might probably have an opportunity of ob- 


serving the disease in some respects retrace 
its steps; of witnessing, for example, the 


resuscitation of the cerebral pulsations, and 
redevelopment of the cerebral murmar, just 
as, after the operation of tapping the chest 
for empyema or hydrothorax, is frequently 
observed, the re-expansion of the com pressed 
lung, and the redevelopment of its respira- 
tory murmur. But such was not the case. 
The disease, as we have seen, in spite of all 
our exertions, proved fatal. Whether if it 
had been otherwise, and, instead of the im- 
provement that was produced, a cure had 
been effected, we would have had the satis- 
faction of witnessing the confirmation of our 
views, must remain for further experience 
to determine, The editors, we may mention, 
of the “ British and Foreign Medical Re- 
view,” in their ber for October, 1837, 
do not seem disposed to coincide with our 
views on this point. 
43, Sackville-street, Sept. 24, 1839. 


CASES OF 
CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS 
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY PRESSURE. 


By J. F. Barnarp, Esq., Senior Surgeon to 
the Walcot Dispensary, §c.* 


Tue following cases illustrate the efficacy 
of a mode of treatment which Mr, Barnard 
strongly advocates in chronic hydrocephalus. 
Mr. Barnard informs us, that he was led to 
adopt this plan of treatment “ from observing 
some adult heads, of such a size as could 
have been caused by no other than hydro- 
cephalus in infancy.” In these cases 


* From a pamphlet recently published by 
Simpkin and Co., London. 


Nature probably had effected a cure bya 
comparatively early union of the bones of 
the head, thereby forming a natural and 
and most efficient bandage. Hence, the ob- 
vious indication to imitate Nature and 
apply gradual compression to the head. 


Cast 1.—A child, about a year and a half 
old, was born to all appearance healthy, 
and continued so until six months old, when 
the head was first observed to increase in 
size. Mr. Barnard did not see it until the 
disease was so far advanced as to make 
him almost despair of its terminating 
favourably. The head was exceedingly 
large, weighing nearly as much as two- 
thirds of the rest of the body, and measuring 
in circumference twenty-two inches and a 
half. The child lay in a state of stupor, and 
was unable, in the least degree, to move its 
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head. There was slight strabismus aod a 
rolling of theeyeballs, and almost constant 
startings of the muscles of the whole body, 
but more particularly of the face. The 
countenance bad a cadaverous appearance, 
and the skin was of a yellowish colour; the 
eyes were sunk in their sockets, and inclosed 
in a dark ring. The flesh was flabby and 
seemingly hanging on the bones ; the eva- 
cuations from the bowels were particularly 
unhealthy, sometimes green, sometimes 
blackish, but never of a healthy colour, nor 
indeed had they been healthy since half a 
year after its birth, The tongue was con- 
stantly covered with a thick white coat ; 
when its head was moved it screamed, and 
seemed sensible of pain. The head was 
directed to be shaved perfectly clean, strips 
of adhesive plaster, about three quarters of 
an inch wide, were then applied completely 
round the head from before backwards, and 
so that the ends overlapped each other two 
inches behind, and covering the space from 
the eyebrows to where the hair commences, 
and as low down as the ears would permit; 
then, with cross strips, from one side to the 
other, over the crown of the head ; and, 
lastly, one long strip, reaching from the fore- 
head within half an inch of the root of the 
nose over the crown of the head, likewise to 
the nape of the neck. This gave effectual 
support to the parietes of the cranium. The 
whole head was kept constantly covered 
with linen dipped in cold water, and the 
child took no other medicine than a little 
castor oil, when the bowels required it, The 
good effects of this practice were evident; in 
less than a week the little patient could move 
its head much better, the squinting had dis- 
appeared, the secretions from the bowels 
were more healthy, and the startings of the 
muscles were less frequent. He had not 
screamed on rolling or moving the head since 
the bandage was applied. In u fortnight, 
the size of the head was reduced in circum- 
ference three quarters of an inch ; the child 


was more lively, and began to take notice of , 


the persons around it; the secretions from 
the bowels were perfectly healthy and eva- 
cuated regularly; the tongue nearly clean, 
and the skin of a natural colour; the coun- 
tenance more composed and animated. 

Two months after the bandage was first 
applied, the child appeared in every respect 
healthy, but the head was still larger than 
it ought to be—measuring twenty inches 
and rather more in circumference; the flesh 
was firm, and the skin of a healthy mottled 
hue. The bandage was worn about two 
months longer, having been renewed about 
once a fortnight. The bones were then 
united, and the head firm, and the child 
well, only requiring time to bring its muscles 
into action which had been so long quiescent. 


Cast 2.—J. W., a child, ten months old, 
who, according to the account received from 
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the parents, was born perfectly healthy, and 
remained so for a month, when it appeared 
to fall into a sickly and unhealthy state, as 
they supposed from dry nursing, the mother 
being unable to suckle it. Two medical 
men in succession had been consulted, with- 
out advantage, and the head, I was told, 
had been enlarging for some months. It 
now measured 21 inches in circumference ; 
the fontanelles were quite open and dis- 
tended, and the bones loose and moveable; 
the complexion sallow, face bloated, mus- 
cles relaxed and flabby ; pupils dilated and 
insensible to light, strabismus, and some- 
times convulsions. She lay in a half coma- 
tose state, and appeared to be insensible to 
things passing around her; bowels regular, 
but excretions unhealthy. Mr. Barnard di- 
rected the head to be shaved, and then ap- 
plied the adhesive plaster in the manner 
described, omitting the application of cold 
water, 

March 5. Ia a week the general symp- 
toms were improved, secretions from the 
bowels healthy, and the squinting gone ; 
head not decreased in size; plasters firm ; 
had taken her food better. 

16. Has had no convulsions since second ; 
bowels still continue regular, with only one 
dose of castor oil; countenance much im- 
proved, and complexion clearer; begins to 
take notice of things passing around her, 

April 10. Plasters have begun to loosen; 
they were therefore, removed, and fresh ap- 
plied. The head was found to have 
half an inch. 

From this time the health of the child 
regularly progressed, and every bad symp- 
tom had left her by the end of the month. 

May 6. The child has gained flesh, and 
the muscles become much firmer. Appetite 
good, and has generally a healthy appear- 
ance. The plasters were again renewed, 
and the circumference found to have de- 
creased an inch. They were again renewed 
in the beginning of June, and left off the fol- 
lowing month, when the child appeared in 
| perfect health, the head measuring eighteen 
| and half inches. 


Case 3.—January 15. Jane Parfitt, achild 
eight months old, was born with a large 
) head, which has sensibly increased up to 
|the present time. Both the anterior and 
posterior fontanelles are very open, and the 
| parietes distended; the boves of the skull 
are thin, moveable, and separated from each 
other. She is constantly in a recumbent 
| position, from inability to sustain the head 
upright; pupils dilated, and insensible to 
light; slight strabismus, occasional convul- 
sions, and great restlessness, sickness, and 
unnatural secretions from the bowels; a 
petite good, almost voracious; face odie 
and emaciated ; an inattention to surround- 
ing objects, amounting almost to coma, The 
head was shaved, and the plaster bandage 
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plied; the circumference of the head is 
teen inches. The compression produced 

no additional uneasiness, nor any increase 
of symptoms. Castor oil to be given occa- 
sionally, if required. 

During the first month there was little 
apparent alteration in the size of the head, 

or the state of the patient, excepting that 
the convulsions were thought to be not so 
frequent, and the evacuations had a more 
healthy appearance. The castor oil had 
only been given twice ; strapping quite firm. 

March 2. Has had no convulsions for a 
fortnight ; strabismus gone, evacuations na- 
tural and regular; head appears to be gra- 
gually getting firmer ; expression of the face 
much more pleasant and healthy; sleeps 
well. 

15. The plaster was renewed as it had 
become corrugated in several places; the 
long strip, from the forehead to the occiput, 
was omitted, as from the increased firmness 
of the head it appeared to be useless. At 
this renewal the head was found to have 
decreased in size half an inch. 

The case went on well for six weeks, 
without one untoward symptom. The child 
has increased in flesh; the evacuations are 
natural; the convulsions and restlessness 
have entirely disappeared ; the head is much 
firmer ; the fontanelles are smaller, and the 
sutures are nearly closed. 

May 3. Strapping renewed ; the head, by 
measurement, has diminished but little ; the 
child is better able to move it, although the 
muscles of the neck have not yet sufficient 
strength to sustain it. Has cut four teeth 
since the commencement of the treatment. 

From this time the little patient gradually 
improved in health and strength. The plas- 
ters were again renewed for the last time 
about the latter end of July; the child was 
now gble to hold up its head with but little 
oscillation. In September it appeared in 
perfect health, with a head rather larger 
than common (measuring about eighteen 
inches in circumference), but quite firm in 
every part, excepting a smal] portion of the 
anterior foutanelle. Mr. Barnard saw the 
child twelve months after, when it seemed, 
in every respect, to be well. 


Case 4.—At six months old I decided on 
submitting to the process of compression the 
head of this child, which measured 19} inches 
in circumfereace. The fontanelles were 
much open, and distended with fluid; the 
bones loose and moveable. The child was 
perfectly unable to sustain its head, and lay 
constantly in a recumbent posture; the 
countenance bloated and indicating distress ; 
pupils dilated and insensible to light; stra- 
bismus, restlessness, and occasional con- 
vulsions; skin dry and harsh, and urine 
scanty; bowels rather costive. The head 


was shaved, and the plasters applied on the 
first of June. 


PRESSURE IN CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS. 


June 15, There is a marked improvement 
in the state of the child; he was much 
quieter, and the strabismus had disappeared ; 
the pupils contracted a little on the admis- 
4 of light ; countenance better; plasters 
July 2. Have had some trouble in keep- 
ing the bowels open with castor oil, but the 
child in every respect is better; the coun- 
tenance with rather a comfortable expres- 
sion; skin soft; and urine passed io a natu- 
ral quantity. The plasters were renewed, 
and the head found to be reduced in size 
full half an inch. 

24, The plasters again renewed. The 
child continues improving; the face has 
now a natural and pleasant expression, and 
every symptom of anasarca gone; bowels 
more regular, and requiring castor oil only 
about once a week, After this the plasters 
were twice renewed, and the patient gra- 
dually improved, both in health and strength, 
until the beginning of October, when he 
was attacked with measles, which, however, 
he passed through favourably; and in the 
beginning of December appeared to be in 
perfect health, with the head reduced to 
eighteen inches, and quite firm, except the 
anterior fontanelle, which was still partially 
open. 


Cast 5.—A child, twelve months old, 
whose head was observed to have been in- 
creasing in size for the previous four months, 
now measured in circumference nineteen 
inches; the fontanelles and sutures were 
much open, but the parietes were not parti- 
cularly distended, although fluid could be 
distinctly felt; the whole head was loose 
and flabby, and the bones as it were floating ; 
the countenance shrunk and pallid, and the 
body generally much emaciated; pupils 
dilated, and one eyelid dropped, which the 
patient seemed perfectly unable to lift; 
slight convulsions occasionally ; but usually 
it lay in a quiet, sleepy state; took its food 
rather voraciously; the bowels irregular, 
sometimes loose and sometimes costive, but 
the excretions always unhealthy. It had 
been attended by three separate medical 
gentlemen, who had given up the case as 
hopeless. 

The head was shaved, and the adhesive 
bandage applied on the 10th of March ; and, 
although compression was carried to a much 
greater extent than I had ventured on in any 
other case, no untoward symptom followed. 
For three months no particular change in 
the state of the child took place; at this 
time, June the 10th, although the plasters 
were still firm, I thought it 'well, from the 
growth of the hair and other circumstances, 
to renew them, which accordingly I did. 
The bowels were still irregular, requiring 
occasionally a dose of castor oil, which an- 
swered the purpose exceedingly well, and 
no other icine was given; the appetite 
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still continued good; the food consisted of 
bread and milk and arrow-root, 

July 15. The plasters again renewed ; no 

jcular change in the state of the patient. 

e head appeared rather firmer, but no 
alteration in size ; the bowels more regular, | 
and evacuations somewhat improved. Diet 
ordered to be altered to beef-tea and 
jellies. 

Sept. 5. Both eye-lids in perfect action ; 
no convulsions ; bowels regular, end evacua- 
tions healthy; countenance expressive of 
ease and comfort ; can sit up with little as- 
sistance, and appears lively; head much | 
firmer, and reduced in size half an inch; 
gains flesh. 

Oct. 29. The head is firm and the sutures 
quite closed ; the child begins to walk about, 
as yet rather staggering ; plasters left off. 
The child continued to progress, and in three 
months was restored to perfect health. 


Case 6.—A child, three months old, was 
born with rather a large head, which had 
increased gradually up to this time, and 
measured seventeen inches. The symptoms 
were similar to the former cases, with the 
exception of squinting, and no dropping of 
the eyelid. The head was shaved, and the 
plasters applied on the 15th of August. In 
two months the condition of the child was 
much improved ; the head firmer; no con- 
vulsions ; bowels regular, and evacuations 
healthy. The plasters were re-applied 
twice in the course of the following three 
months, and no untoward symptom had pre- 
sented itself. By the end of January, the 
child appeared perfectly recovered; the 
sutures had quite closed, and the anterior 
fontanelle nearly ; but, strange to say, the 
head had not lessened in size from the com- 
mencement. It was suckled through the 
whole course, and seldom required the 
castor oil. 


ON VACCINATION, 
By Eowarp Leese, Esq., M.R.C.S; 


In different ages of the world, more 
human beings have been destroyed by'the 
the ravages of small-pox, than by any other 
known disease ; « tl 


4 ly, there t 
be a medical subject of greater interest and 
importance to society, than the attainment 
of care and knowledge with regard to the 
properties of the vaccine lymph, and the 
best mode of conducting taccination, so as 
to call forth the prophylactic powers with 
which it is endowed. To show the average 
number of those who take variola after 
vaccination many statistical accounts have 
come before the public ; none more startling 
than that from the Small-pox Hospital at St. 
Pancras ; but when we take into considera- 
tion the grade of persons who are generally 


the patients of that institution, our marvel- 
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ling will somewhat abate ; they being such 
as very probably had been vaccinated in the 
most careless manner, and whose representa- 
tions as to what had previously been 
duced in their arms cannot always be de. 
pended upon. Had an account of the vac- 
cinations done by their own officers accom- 
panied this document a very marked differ- 
ence would, no doubt, have been apparent ; 
and it is consolatory to find that their report 
is at variance with the result of my own 
practice, as also differing, exceedingly, from 
the statements of others,—some taking their 
rise from the experience of men who have 
had before them wide fields for observation. 
That taken from official records for the dis- 
trict of Chelsea, by Mr. Barrett Marshall, 
carries with it the genuine marks of sound, 
practical information, and for careful per- 
sonal investigation is particularly con- 
spicuous. 

That vaccination does generally, and for 
the most part, afford protection against va- 
riola, has been proved by the immense num- 
bers that have, at different times since the 
year 1798, been submitted to it; and if this 
lymph, derived from the cow, possesses 
power to secure, with slight suffering, and 
no danger, 95 or 90 individuals in every hun- 
dred, why should it in a few instance: dis- 
appoint our wishes and expectations ? Some 
men have supposed the virus to have lost, by 
repeated transmissions through the human 
subject,a portion of those properties it in 
the first instance possessed. With other 
morbific poisons this is not found to be the 
case, nor is it with our ancient and destruc- 
tive enemy, variola, The matter of this 
disease, and the infection, are as virulent in 
our time as they were when first described 
by Rhazes, and other Arabian physicians. 
If several individuals be inoculated from 
one and the same pustule the sy in 
each may differ, as the idiosyncrasy of each 
may vary; in one the disease may be mild 
and distinct, in another severe, confluent, and 
fatal; still, either of these forms may pro- 
duce its reverse without our option ; and if 
the mortality be not now as great as here- 
tofore, it is to the better condition of our 
cities—of our habitations, ventilation, mode 
of living, and the improved method of treat- 
ing the disease we are to look for the altera- 
tion, rather than to the disease per se; the 
materia morbi has ever been the same; the 
germ of the disease is developed de novo in 
each instanve ; the effects alone are modified 
by the extrinsic circumstances. So with 
regard to the vaccine lymph ; there does 
not appear to be any good or well founded 
reason for supposing it to have lost any por- 
tion of those properties it possessed in the 
time of Jenner. 

Small-pox has sometimes followed its use, 
not because the lymph itself has degenerat- 
ed, but in consequence of the feeble and 
scanty manner in which it hxs been applied ; 
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not in the material, but in the manipulation 
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neighbourhood either contagion or infec- 


of it, lies the fault. As before stated, all | tion 


human constitutions are not alike, neither is 
the susceptibility to variola alike in every 
person; one may be partially, or for a time 
only ; another may appear fully and perma- 
nently secured by the agency of a single 
vesicle, which at best can make an impres- 
sion slight only in degree, extending but 
feebly through the general system, or per- 
chance, may be as local and circumscribed 
as a boil of the most trivial kind. 

An attempt to explain the precise nature 
of that change in the human economy which 
generally prevents the recurrence of measles, 
scarlatina, small-pox, and other specific dis- 
eases, as they are termed, would here be 
merely a waste of time, whether it be in the 
blood, or the vessels containing the circulat- 
ing fluid ; ; in the brain, or sentient extremi- 
ties of the nerves; but this we know, that 
“ pyrexia” isa never-failing symptom, ac- 
companying either of these diseases; and 
this analogy supports the belief that to bring 
into effect the permanent prophylactic 
powers of vaccine lymph, a certain quantum 
of symptomatic fever must be excited, asa 
sine qua non; and if a solitary vesicle be 
now and then sufficient, @ fortiori, a 

r number will be more sure to produce 
this desirable change. A wide range is 
open to us ere it reach the intensity at all 
times accompanying variola, but it never 
has, by any mode of practice, been so excit- 
ed as to hazard the life of the patient, much 
yess to propagate and diffuse through a 


The cases of small-pox after vaccination 
that have fallen under my observation, have 
always shown the former to be modified by 
the previous vaccine process, and the seve- 
rity as well as the duration of the dangerous 
symptoms to be mitigated in proportion to 
the number of existing cicatrices, and these 
I take to be presumptive evidence as to the 
degree of constitutional impression made by 
the vaccination ; such an opinion is amply 
sustained by the effects which follow a re- 
petition of vaccinatiou. 

During the year 1838 about 300 
of various ages, applied at the station in 
Baker-street to be revaccinated ; in many 15 
to 25 yea.s had intervened since the former 
application of vaccine lymph ; in othersjmore 
than 30 years, having been dune by various 
practitioners in different parts of the empire ; 
to each of these individuals “ fluid viras” 
was applied by me, by three punctures in 
each arm; of these patients 235 attended 
subsequently for inspection, when the ap- 
pearances were noted in the register ; and 
by reference to this we find that 88 of them 
had but one vaccine cicatrix ; 95 had two; 
22 had three; 23 had four; 3 had five; 4 
had six. The degree of intensity and dura- 
tion of effect arising from the second appli- 
cation of fluid virus, was evidently governed 
more by the number of vaccine cicatrices 
already existing than by the lapse of time in- 
tervening; a glance at the following table 
will exemplify this fact :— 


Number of Cicatrices in 
each Patient. 


Degree of Intensity by Re-vaccination. 
Effect vat, with perfect 
areole. 


Effect slight. vesicles and 
In ....88 1 9 79 
21 74 


2 
3 
5 


6 


Thus it would appear that those who al- 
ready bore five or six cicatrices of vaccina- 
tion almost wholly resisted the action of 
virus a second time; of those who had three 
or four cicatrices, a small portion only show- 
ed much effect; whereas in those with but 
one or even two cicatrices, the effect was 
almost invariably great, the vesicles pro- 
gressing regularly, having areola on the 8th 
or 9th day, with the usual febrile excite- 
ment, in consequence of the imperfect and | here 


superficial manner in which they had been 
previously vaccinated, rather than of the in- 
terval that had elapsed, the degree of in- 
tensity being in the inverse ratio to that of 
the former application. The case is similar 
with regard to small-pox occurring after 
vaccination, its symptoms and duration be- 
ing mitigated in proportion to the intensity 
of the vaccine process. 
on such pathological principles as I have 
ped into view (published as far 


i 
4 
Re-vaccinated. 
22 7 15 
23 19 4 
3 3 = 
4 4 
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back as the year 1812, and more particularly 
in 1833), have guided my tice for more 
than thirty years, I am in the habit of mak- 
ing in my patients, with fluid virus, three 

tures in each arm, and do not rest satis- 
fied unless these, or at least four of them, 
take effect. In the prophylactic efficiency 
of vaccine virus, when administered with fair 
and proper degree of force, I feel confident, 
and do not doubt but that the human consti- 
tution may be secured thereby against all 
the dangers of small-pox. 

A strong desire has for some time past 
been manifested to obtain from animals of 
the bovine and equine race, or by a combi- 
nation of variola in either of them, a new 
source of matter. Genuine lymph, equal, 
but not superior, to that previously in gene- 
ral use, has been taken from the cow as 
lately as 1836, by myself; both of these 
have been tried by many practitioners, who 
have found them to be efficacious, manage- 
able, and benign. Rayer, and other writers, 
describe “ epizootic maladies of different 
kinds, that by mistake might be transmitted 
to mankind,” which, although they may not 
realise the romantic vagaries of the late Ben- 

in Moseley, might produce some mis- 
chief; it would, therefore, be more safe not 
to make the attempt “ to exchange old lamps 
for new.” 

Baker-street, Sept. 28, 1839. 


OCCURRENCE OF SMALL-POX 
TWICE IN THE SAME SUBJECT. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—In last week’s Lancet I find a com- 
munication from an anonymous correspon- 
dent, who signs himself your “ Constant 
Reaper,” calling “ the attention of the pro- 
fession particularly ” to the statement in my 
article on the Medico-Parochial History of 
Small-Pox in this Parish, that “of 433 
small-pox cases, 10 were instances in which 
the disease occurred twice,” 

Had your correspondent confined himself 
to a genera! invitation to the profession, and 
a particular one to the medical officers of 
the Small-pox Hospital, to add, from their 
respective experience, further information 
upon so interesting a point, with a view to 
ascertain whether the same ratio of secon- 
dary to primary cases of small-pox subsist- 
ed generally, as I had asserted have taken 
place in a stated number of cases, his object 
would have been a legitimate one, and his 
mode of attaining it unobjectionable. 

But when bis appeal is made to the expe- 
rience of others to contradict or confirm a 
statement of mine (that statement being con- 
fined within prescribed and definite limits), 
such appeal is as manifestly ridiculous as 
the threatened conclusion of continued scep- 
ticism on the part of your correspondent, in 


the absence of “ stronger evidence ” is illo- 


Facts are either true or false ; their truth 
or their falsehood is altogether independent 
of other facts. I took considerable pains to 
ascertain the value of those which I have 
recorded, and the result has left no doubt 
upon my own mind that out of a given num- 
ber of 433 small-pox cases, 10 were in- 
stances in.which the disease recurred 
twice. 

Let other practitioners, your “ Constant 
Reader” among the number, take the same 
pains as were taken by me, not with a view 
to establish a point previously assumed, but 
with the sole intention of ascertaining the 
whole trath concerning a given proposition ; 
and, like me, let them and him collect, ar- 
range, and state, faithfully and fearlessly, 
the results of their investigations. If, tra- 
velling over the same ground with myself, 
that is, investigating the same cases, they are 
able to falsify my assertions, why, of course, 
my conclusions, so far as they depend upon 
the facts stated by me, fall to the ground, 

If, travelling over similar ground, that is, 
investigating a like number of cases, they 
attain to a different result, the value of 
facts will remain; although the strength of 
any conclusion drawn from them, so far as 
they are applicable to the general case, will 
necessarily be impaired in the ratio of the 
numbers of cases in which small-pox has 
only occurred once. 

As respects your “Constant Reader’s” 
assertion, that my statement is a “ startling 
one,” and one “entirely opposed to the 
general opinion of the infrequency of small- 
pox attacking the same person twice,” I 
would compose your “ startled”’ correspon- 
dent himself, by assuring him, in the words 
of Hamlet, that— 

“ There are more things in heaven and rarTH, 

Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” 

“The general opinion,” moreover, is of 
worth only in proportion to its consistency 
with known facts; apart from the facts upon 
which it is based it is wholly worthless, and 
and differs little from a general error, What 
are the facts, then? Rayer, as competent 
an authority certainly as your “ Constant 
Reader,” says :—“ The disease appears at all 
seasons and in every climate; it does not 
generally attack the same individual oftener 
than once; but we have well-authenticated 
instances to the contrary, and some indivi- 
duals even show a kind of predisposition to 
catch the disease a second and a third time.” 
—** Rayer, by Willis,” London, 1835, pp. 
396-7. The authorities cited by Rayer are: 
Thomson’s Historical Sketch,” and: 
communication from Dr. Gregory in the 
“ London Medical Gazette,” vol. viii. 

Dr. John Mason Good, than whom few 
men have been better acquainted with the 
literature of his profession, thus states the 
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fact :—“ It has, indeed, been conceived by 
very distinguished pathologists, that the 
small-pox can never be had a second time, 
notwithstanding various assertions in sup- 
_< this fact; and the argument is thus 
geniously put by Dr. Heberden, who was 
himself a disbeliever: it would be no extra- 
vagant assertion to say that here in England 
not above one among ten thousand patients 
is pretended to have had it twice; and 
whenever it is preteaded it will always be 
as likely that the persons about the patient 
were mistaken, and supposed that to be 
small-pox which was an eruption of a dif- 
ferent nature, as that there was such an ex- 
traordinary exception to what we are sure 
is so general a law.’ This remark (Dr. 
Good goes on to say) is forcible, but the ac- 
tual occurrences are in many, perhaps, most of 
the instances appealed to, still more so. For 
* * * * those who have had a repeti- 
tion of small-pox lave genera'ly, if I mis- 
take not, been able to exhibit proofs of a 
prior attack in pits or scars on the face, or 
some other part of the body, manifesting the 
violence with which the disease ran its 
course, and consequently the strong predis- 
osition of the constitution towards it, and 
itability under its influence. The medi- 
cal repositories are rich in cases of this kind, 
some of them so striking and so well esta- 
blished as to prohibit all doubt whatever ; 
and in the two or three instances which it 
has fallen to my lot to witness I have traced 
the same character; for pits from the prior 


by an attack of the natural disease than the 
inoculated; and a person who has passed 
through the distinct form of the disease is 
still liable to be affected with the confluent, 
or he may be attacked a second time with 
some form of the mild and distinct variety 
of the disease ; and a person who has been 
inoculated with small-pox matter may be 
attacked by the natural disease, sometimes 
in a severe or even fatal form. The fact of 
these second or subsequent attacks of small- 
pox has been denied by several physicians ; 
but it is established by the united testimony 
of Diewerbroeck, Cesar Marescotti, Casi- 
mir Medicus, Gatti, Van Swieten, De Haen, 
Servaus van de Capello, Dryfhout, Van 
Doeveren, Aaskow, De Meza, Sarcone, 
Mosca, Targioni, Juvanelli, Azzoguidi, 
Mumsen, Aasheim, Withers, Jenner, Laird, 
Bateman, Hennen, Nicholl, Barnes, and 
many other observers.”—* Elements of the 
Practice of Physic, presenting a view of the 
Present State of Special Pathology and 
Therapeutics.” Edinburgh, 1836, Vol. L., 
p. 576-7, 

To multiply quotations from other writers 
were a work of supererogation. I have 
quoted sufficient to prove that my ten cases 
of small-pox occurring twice in the same in- 
dividuals, are not isolated cases of a re- 


markable fact; and I beg leave, in conclu- 


| sion, to echo the request of your “ Constant 


Reader ” to the profession, and to the medi- 


| cal officers of the Small-pox Hospital, for 
| farther information on the point in question, 


attack have been visible while the genuine-| whether that information be confirmatory or 
ness of the existing! attack was in one in-| contradictory of my general position, that 
stance substantiated by the test of inocula- | “ Vaccination is as effectual a preventive of 


tion.” —“ Study of Medicine,” London, 1822, 
vol. ii., pp. 621-2: 
Dr. Marshall Hall describes two varieties 


| small-pox as small-pox itself.” I am utterly 


indifferent, because it is no part of my object 
to build up a theory ; my only desire being 


of modified variola, one of which, he asserts, | to attain unto truth, and if truth be attained, 
“occurs after previous variola, natural or be the consequences what they may, it must 


inoculated.’”” And he then proceeds thus: 
—“ Mr. Bryce observes that such a second 
attack of variola has at all times been a more 
Srequent occurrence than is generally ima- 
gined.”—“ Principles of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine.” London, 1837, p. 
163. 
The only other authority to whom I shall 
refer now, is the elaborate and standard 
publication of Dr. Craigie ; the statement 
of the case by that learned writer and able 
physician, will, I am much afraid, “ startle” 
your “Constant Reader” quite out of his 
ropriety ; or, perhaps, it may draw from 
im the confession that my statement which 
has so “ startled” him already, is not quite 
so contrary to the general opinion as his 
limited reading led him to suppose. 

“ Susceptibility,” says Dr. Craigie, “ is 
impaired and sometimes destroyed by one 
attack of small-pox. It is more completely 
impaired, however, by an attack of conflu- 
ent small-pox, than by an attack of the dis- 


be maintained. I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
W. Barrerr Marsuat, R.N,. 
6, Cheyne’s-row, Chelsea, 
Sept. 27, 1839. 


MR, CEELEY’S EXPERIMENTS WITH 
SMALL-POX, 


On the Ist of February 1839, Mr. 
Ceeley inoculated with small-pox matter 
(variola discreta), of the seventh or eighth 
day, three young heifers; a fourth was at 
the same time vaccinated. 

Mr. Ceeley made seven punctures, and 
introduced fourteen points pear the left 
labium pudendi, and on the same day inserted 
two setons with matter from the same sub- 
ject. On the ninth day after this process, 
he vaccinated the same animal on the right 
labium pudendi, with fifth, sixth, and seventh 
day’s lymph from a child, in seven puac- 


tinct and mild form of the disease, and more 


tures, with fourteen points; and below the 


A SPECIMEN OF HOSPITAL SURGERY. 


pudendum in four tures, with eight 
points, On the tenth day after the insertion 
of the variolous matter, one of the punctures 
near the posterior margin of the left labium 
pudendi had assumed the form of the natural 
vaccine vesicle. By gently removing the 
central irregular crust, and carefully punc- 
turing the cuticle, he was able, in the course 
of an hour, to charge thirty-eight points 
with lymph, and on the same and subsequent 
days to use part of it on children and adults. 
On the thirteenth day the small-pox vesicle 
was more inflamed and florid; this was the 
fifth day after the insertion of vaccine 
lymph, at which time all the eleven punc- 
tures were converted into effectual vesicles ; 
from these he took fine clear lymph, and 
used it on children and adults. Both the 
variolous and vaccine vesicles subsequently 
ran nearly a parallel course ; so that on the 
twenty-sixth day of the former, and the 
seventeenth day of the latter, the scars of 
both appeared perfectly similar. 

To obviate objections which might arise 
from the insertion of the vaccine lymph on 
the ninth day after the inoculation with the 
variolous matter, Mr. Ceeley re-inoculated 
a sturk on the 15th of February with small- 
pox matter, of the seventh or eighth day, 
on the labium pudendi. He made eight punc- 
tures, which were deluged with the vario- 
lous fluid from the capillary tubes. On the 
fifth day the four upper punctures were 
enlarged and elevated ; the other four were 
less so. On the sixth day all presented the 
appearance of the vaccine vesicle. From 
one of them he took lymph with difficulty, 
and scantily charged thirty-nine points. On 
the eighth day he again took lymph from the 


vesicle opened on the sixth. On the ninth | 


day the vesicles were enlarging, and he 
again opened carefully the first vesicle and 
charged twenty points. On the tenth day 
the four lower vesicles were increasing, and 
from them he charged twenty-seven points. 
After this time the brown crusts appeared, 
and the disease gradually declined. This 
animal was subsequently inoculated, both 
with variolous and vaccine matter, but no 
result followed.—Report of the Vaccination 
Section of the Provincial Medical and Surgi- 
cal Association. 


MEMICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
October 7, 1839, 


Tuere were so few members present this 
evening, owing to the illness of some, and 
the presence of a great number at the anni- 
versary of the British Medical Association, 
that no discussion took place. 


No. 841. 


THE LANCET, 


London, Saturday, October 12, 1839. 


Tue acts of irresponsible medical officers 
of public hospitals have frequently been 
exposed in the pages of Tue Lancet. We 
have also had occasion to point out, from 
time to time, the absurdities of our hospital 
regime in general, and the fatal effects which 
constantly result from the non-appointment 
of resident surgeons in the different hospi- 
tals of this metropolis. The protracted suf- 
ferings of the poor, and the actual destruc- 
tion of human life, occasioned by a wilful 
neglect of the most ordinary precautions, 
do not seem to have touched the hearts of 
the selfish monopolists. They pursue their 
plans of aggrandisement deaf to the cries of 
distress, and continue to mount to place and 
power, even though each step be planted 
over the dead body of a fellow creature. 


| Lurking in holes or in corners, and shroud- 
ing themselves in darkness, they hope to 
escape public execration by a systematic 
| attempt to quash all inquiry into their 
|conduct; but truth is stronger than the 
most cunning despot. Their deeds are 
| brought to light, and the magnitude of their 
offences being exposed must bring with it 
an effectual remedy. Such a case as the one 
which we are about to notice must silence 
even the basest amongst the supporters of 
hospital abuses. The untimely end of Joun 
Wits touched the hearts of twelve honest 
Englishmen, although it could not convince 
an Attorney Coroner that “ an eminent hos- 
pital surgeon” might be guilty of a mistake. 

On the 26th of May last,a poor sailor, 
63 years of age, was knocked down on 
London Bridge by a cart, which injured his 
leg. He was immediately removed to St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, where he was examined 
by several of the pupils, who pulled the 
limb about with some violence, and then 
sent him to bed, with the assurance that he 


was very slightly 
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We are not informed into what corner of 
the hospital the unfortunate patient was 
thrust, nor to what treatment he was sub- 
jected during his sojourn therein under the 
care of Mr. Green; but we find it recorded, 
that after a lapse of three weeks the man 
was turned out of the hospital, a crutch 
having been liberally supplied to enable 
him to limp home. 

He did reach home, but the hand of death 
was upon him; and, notwithstanding the 
assiduous care of Mr. Garrett, under 
whose care he was placed, the man died on 
the 25th of September, after four months of 
protracted suffering. An inquest was holden 
on the body. Mr. Garrett, parochial sur- 
geon of St. George’s-in-the-East, whose 
manly and independent conduct in this dis- 
tressing case deserves the highest commen- 
dation, deposed that he attended the deceas- 
ed during the week which preceded his 
death. Mr. Garrett immediately perceiv- 
ed that the patient's thigh had been frac- 
tured, and conjectured, from the application 
of leeches, &c. that the case had been treated 
as a mere bruise. On examining the limb 
he found the muscles of the thigh wasted 
and matted together; an irregularly united 
fracture of the neck of the thigh-bone, and 
ashortening of the limb to the extent of an 
inch and a half. Mr. Garretr expressed 
with much energy his feelings on the manner 
in which this poor man’s life had been sacri- 
ficed. Three weeks (he remarked), were 
totally inadequate for the cure of fracture of 
the neck of the thigh-bone, an accident 
which generally required three or four 
months. The merest tyro in the profession, 
if he had properly examined the limb in the 
first instance, would have seen that it was 
fractured, He could understand how pupils 
might have overlooked the nature of the ac- 
cident, but he was much surprised that such 
a mistake had been committed by the regu- 
lar surgeon of the hospital. 

The intelligent Jury seemed fully to com- 
prehend the force of Mr. Garrett's obser- 
vations, and would have instituted a search- 
ing inquiry into the matter had it not been 


DISMISSAL OF DR. JOHNSON AND MR. KEATE. 


for the Coroner, who wisely observed that 
“ Mr. Green was one of the first surgeons 
“in the country, and it was difficult to re- 
“ concile such a mistake with such eminent 
“talent.” Ah, Mr, Baker, little know you 
indeed of the “eminent talents” of our 
hospital hole-and-corner-men. 

Some touching of misgiving, never- 
theless, seems to have been felt by the 
Coroner. He inquired “if any register 
“was kept of the accidents brought into 
“the hospital. Such a document might 
“ throw some light on the man’s condition 
“ when first admitted.” Attorney Coroners 
then, are beginning to think that hospital 
registers should be kept, and may be ren- 
dered available in certain cases where it is 
doubtfal whether the defunct has died “ by 
the visitation of Gop,” or by “ the non-visi- 
tation of the hospital surgeon.” No regis- 
ter of Joun Wittts’s case had been kept. 
The “eminent talents” of St. Thomas's 
Hospital had considered the accident to be 
totally unworthy of their notice; and when 
the parochial beadle made inquiries at the 
hospital on this point, he was treated “ in 
the most contemptuous and insolent manner” 
by Mr. Green’s menials. The hole-and- 
corner-men had done their work and were 
determined to hide it. The Jury saw this, 
and would have sifted the matter under the 
the direction of a Medical Coroner, but Mr. 
Baker was unequal to the task, and there- 
fore evaded it. The real cause of death thus 
remained undiscovered, and a judicial in- 
vestigation became a solemn mockery. 

We have condensed from a political jour- 
nal the preceding account of the inquest 
which was holden on Joun Wits, and 
have added but little note or comment to 
the facts, which are of too melancholy and 
striking a natare not to affect the most 
staunch and obdurate supporter of hospital 
abuses, 


Tue Trustees of the Salop Infirmary, in 
conformity with the report of the Committee 
of Directors, have dismissed Dr. Jonnson. 
The Committee of Directors recommended 
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that Mr. Keate should be admonished ; but 
in the course of the proceedings, it was pro- 
posed that Mr. Keatr should be dismissed 
summarily, and he was placed, by a show 
of hands, in the same boat as his colleague, 
Dr. Jounson. We have already noticed the 
quarrels among the medical officers, and the 
acts in which the proceedings of the Direc- 
tors originated. This is the third medical 
officer that has been dismissed by the Trus- 
tees of the Salop Infirmary within a very 
short period; and itis worthy of remark, that 
neither of the three was charged with any 
want of skill, or irregularity, or anything 
that involved inefficient attendance upon the 
patients. Mr. Keate and Dr, Jounson re- 
commended amputation in the case of 
Tomuins, instead of ligature of the femoral 
artery. They appe-r to have been right; 
the course that they recommended was the 
safest. Dr. Wenster is now dead; but he 
was a man of extraordinary talents: he de- 
voted himself to the duties of his office with 
an assiduity rarely equalled, and was uni- 
versally beloved by the patients. His dis- 
mission from the Infirmary led to a rapid 
increase of his practice, and he died uni- 
versally regretted, The dismissal of Dr. 
Jounson and Mr, Keate can do no injury to 
their professional characters. 


SIR JAMES CLARK, 

Sir James Crark has at length deemed 
it expedient to publish an answer to the 
accusations which have been brought against 
him in reference to the case of the late 
Lady Fora Hastines. We shall endeavour 
to separate such points of this document as 
are more immediately connected with medi- 
cine from the extraneous matter, and lay 
them before our readers next week. 


Lectures on Diseases of the Eye. By Joun 
Morean, Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, and 
Lecturer on Surgery at that Institution. 
Illustrated by coloured plates. Svo. pp. 
222. Highley, London. 

From time immemorial it has been remark- 

ed that certain branches of the healing art 


have been seized by, and, as it were, made 
the property of charlatans and other pre- 
tenders to medical science. As medical 
education, however, became more perfect, 
these heir-looms were gradually wrested 
from the hands of the quack, who now con- 
fines his pretensions generally to the cure of 
diseases affecting the eye and ear. It is 
unnecessary for us to inquire by what means 
the ignorant and unblushing quack ( whether 
he be clothed in collegiate honours or not) 
has thus been enabled to foist himself upon 
the public as one who can make “ the blind 
to see and the deaf to hear,” but we cannot 
help thinking that a portion of the blame 
rests on the regularly educated practitioner 
himself. Surgery had been long erected 
into a science, and most of its branches 
were cultivated with the utmost assiduity 
before diseases of the eye were properly dis- 
tinguished from one another, or their treat- 
ment established. Diseases of the ear have 
been neglected in a still more marked de- 
gree. Their study does not form part of the 
education of the regular surgeon, and were 
it not for the excellent work lately publish- 
ed by Mr. Pilcher the medical literature of 
this country would have remained com- 
pletely silent on a very important branch of 
the art. We trust that Mr. Pilcher will 
continue to pursue steadily the path which 
he has thus opened, 


In ophthalmic surgery much has been 
done to rescue the organ of vision from the 
hands of the destroyer. Withia the last 
thirty years several valuable monographs 
have been written on particular diseases of 
the eye, and complete treatises published, 
from those of Scarpa and Wenzel down to the 
prolific Ryan’s edition of Littell. In one of 
our metropolitan hospitals particular wards 
are set apart forthe treatment of eye-disease, 
and we have perused with no small degree 
of pleasure the “ Lectures” now before us, 
which Mr. Morgan, of Gay's Hospital, has 
recently published as a text-book for his 
pupils, The plan and execution of this 
work are both exceedingly simple. Mr. 
Morgan does not pretend to enter into a mi- 
nute and tedious description of every parti- 
cular deviation from the ordinary disease of 
the eye, but to present the student with a 
general view of the subject, and chiefly to 
point out that ophthalmic and general sur- 
gery are one and the same science, by di- 
recting attention to — analogies 
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which exist between diseases of the eye and 
those of other organs or parts of the body. 
Thus, for example, Mr. Morgan shows that 
catarrhal ophthalmia is merely the develop- 
ment of that morbid action in the conjunc- 
tiva which we are every day in the habit of 
witnessing in the Schneiderian membrane, 
fauces, trachea, and larynx. 


Again, purulent ophthalmia is not the 
specific affection which it is commonly de- 
scribed to be. We have analogous diseases 
in the mucous membranes lining the urethra 
and antrum maxillare; and as the diseases 
are analogous so, also, is the treatment 
founded on similar principles. In the first 
stages of gonorrhoea, and in the inflamma- 
tory stage of abscess in the antrum, we 
bleed to reduce excessive inflammation ; so 
do we in the early stage of purulent oph- 
thalmia, and with the same object. In go- 
norrhoea astringent injections are employed 
to excite the suppurating surfaces to healthy 
action; in purulent ophthalmia, as soon as 
the bright redness of the conjunctiva begins 
to fade, and when the swelling of the lids 
has sensibly diminished, then we apply a 
solution of nitrate of silver for the purpose 
of exciting a healthy action in the vessels 
of the conjunctiva, In each case, then, the 
treatment is guided by the same object, and 
consequently the analogy between suppura- 
tive inflammation of the conjunctiva, and 
suppurative inflammation of other mucous 
membranes is perfect as well as it regards 
the sensible effects, as the necessary treat- 
ment. 

The arrangement which Mr. Morgan fol- 
lows in his lectures seems to be strictly 
founded on the stracture-of the different 
textures affected. After diseases of the con- 
junctiva we have an tof di of the 
cornea ; then follow morbid affections of the 
iris; diseases of the sclerotic and retina; 
cataract ; malignant diseases of the eye, and 
operations for cataract; the whole being 
wound up with some brief remarks on en- 
tropeon, ectropeon, and diseases of the lach- 
rymal passages, 

We do not propose to offer an analysis of 
the chapters which we have just enumerated. 
They are exceedingly brief and elementary, 
as works destined for the mere student 
should be, and contain almost all that it is 
necessary for him to be acquainted with 
when he enters on the active duties of his 
profession. Had Mr. Morgan chosen any 


other form than that of “ Lectures” he 
might, perhaps, have included a greater 
quantity of matter in the present volume 
without injuring its characteristics as a 
purely elementary treatise. It must, never- 
theless, become the standard work on dis- 
eases of the eye for all junior practitioners, 
and no small part of this success will be 
due to the efforts of the respectable pub- 
lisher, who has ornamented the volume with 
eighteen well-coloured plates representing 
the ordinary appearances of ophthalmic dis- 
ease in its several grades and forms. 


Elements of the Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine, &c. By Georce Grecory, M.D, 
Fifth Edition, London, 1839. Svo, pp. 
774. 

In composing an elementary work on the 
Theory and Practice of Medicine, it is by 
no means an easy task for au author to steer 
that happy course between prolixity and 
conciseness which, nevertheless, is indis- 
pensable to the success of his undertaking. 
On the one hand, he is expected to furnish a 
complete view of the symptoms, treatment 
and pathology of the infinite evils which 
afflict the human race. On the other hand, 
he is forced to consult the taste and capa- 
cities of his readers ; to reduce all things to 
their “elements ;” to squeeze his materials 
into the smallest possible compass ; to sup- 
ply, in a word, the public with a “ concen- 
trated essence ” of the theory of the healing 
art, 

The success which Dr. Gregory’s “ Ele- 
ments of Medicine ” have obtained, is to be 
attributed, we think, chiefly to the happy 
power just alluded to. The work has al- 
ready reached a fifth edition, and we can 
recommend it, in its present improved form, 
as the best elementary treatise on medicine 
which the student or young practitioner can 
consult, 

Dr. Gregory has introduced into the pre- 
sent volume a new arrangement of diseases, 
having at length abandoned the distinction 
of diseases into acute and chronic, as the 
basis of a classification, Five new chapters 
have been added, and the formule of pre- 
scriptions, throughout, adapted to the no- 
menclature of the new Pharmacopceia. 

The only general objection which we have 
to make to Dr. Gregory’s “Elements” is 
that some chapters are written with infinitely 


more care than others; in some we trace 
the hand of the master, while in others the 


writer has thrown together a mass of 


crude information not derived from indi- 
vidual experience, nor in keeping with the 
present aspect of medical science. We 
should, however, observe that such chapters 
are rarely met with, and that their defects 
are fully outweighed by the practical de- 
scriptions of disease which leave little to 
be desired for accuracy and faithfulness. 


SPECIMENS OF CLINICAL 
INSTRUCTION. 


( From a Correspondent. ) 


SIR A. CARLISLE. 


Iw an article on Clinical Instruction, pub- 
lished in the Student’s Number of Tue 
Lancet, we gave a specimen of the bedside 
teaching of Mr. Surgeon Skey. We propose 
to give occasionally a slight sketch of the 
mode in which surgeons and physicians in 
our public hospitals instruct their pupils. 
We will commence with Sir Anthony Car- 
lisle. Scene, Wards of Westminster Hos- 
pital, Oct. 6. 

The venerable knight passes by several 
beds, and looks at his patient or not, as it 
suits his humour. Ifa bandage is about to 
be removed, to show any disease or injury, 
he exclaims, “‘Tut man, I don’t want to see 
it.” At length he comes to the bedside of 
a poor cadaverous-looking youth, who had 
been affected with syphilis, and some time 
since had taken mercury. “This patient,” 
said the dresser, “is only weak now, Sir.” 
“Then keep him in a week, and he will be 
stronger,” exclaimed the facetious Sir Tony. 
“ Let’s look at your tongue ;” the organ is 
protruded. ‘“ Zounds, man, you've a red 
tongue.” Feeling his pulse, “This is an 
irritable pulse. What’s that from? Is it the 
mercury, think you.” “No, Sir, he has 
left off the mercury a long time since,” 
“Then what is he taking?” “ Sarsapa- 
rilla.” “And what other drug?” “ Hy- 
driodate of potash.” “ Fiddlestick! that’s 
the cause of the state of the pulse; let him 
take nothing.” And with this another bed 
is visited, at which Mr, Lynn exhibits a 
patient whom he has reason to suspect has 
stone in the bladder, but he would not con- 
sent to be sounded. Sir Anthony speaks, 
“ Now, friend, you’d better let us try to 
find a stone ; sounding’s nothing, man, only 
like putting a feather up your nose, nothing 
worse. Besides, itsa hard matter to cure a 
disease when we don’t know what it is; 
it’s hard enough when we do know, but 
harder when we don’t.” One of the pupils 
here said that sounding was not worse than 
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you've tried it have you: that’s a good 
plar. the common people have of stopping 
hemorrhage from the nose, by taking a 
little vinegar in the palm of the hand and 
snuffing it up the nostril ; it’s a sharp plan 
though ; it gives a smart twinge to the 
eyes, and so does the carbonic acid that 
rises after you’ve swallowed a bottle of 
soda water.” Turning to Mr. Lynn, “ Have 
you given him any exciseable articles, for I 
| know you're fond of them?” “He’s been 
taking a little gin.” “Well, that’s excise- 
able, an’t it?) Would a little wine do him 
any good?” “Nothing will do him any 
good,” said the junior surgeon, “he’s going 
as fast as he can ;” and with this consolatory 
valediction the senior and junior surgeons 
moved on. It was discovered, however, 
in afew minutes, that the man had been 
taking six ounces of wine daily. “ That's 
a large quantity,” said Sir Anthony, as he 
stopped the students at the ward door to 
ask them if they had heard the “ epigram” of 
the man who was asked why his nose was 
red. “I drink so much red wine,” said the 
mao, “I drink it red and p— it white, and 
leave the red behind on my nose.” 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION; 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING AND DINNER, 
HELD ON MONDAY, OCT. 7, 1839, AT THE 
FREEMASONS’ TAVERN, LONDON. 


Tue third annual meeting of the members 
of this Association was held at Freemasons’ 
Tavern, on Monday, the 7th inst. The at- 
tendance was very numerous. 


Dr. Wesster in the Chair. 


The Presipent, after some preliminary 
observations, gave a brief sketch of the pro- 
gress which the Association had made dur- 
ing the past year ; he also touched upon the 
prospects of medical reform, and read ex- 
tracts of letters from Drs. Barlow and 
Maunsell, to show that in the provincial parts 
of England and in Ireland the efforts of re- 
formers were being directed towards the 
same objects as those of the Brirish Mepi- 
CAL Association, In consequence of a mis- 
understanding as tothe honr, our reporter did 
not arrive until after the termination of Dr. 
Webster’s excellent discourse, and we must 
endeavour to give the extracts from the 
above-mentioned letters next week. 

The SecketTary then read the Report of 
the Council, which commenced by congratu- 
lating the members of the Association on its 
continued and increasing prosperity. Not- 
withstanding the opposition it had experi- 
enced from persons unfriendly to its objects, 
or in love with existing evils, it had, by an 
honest, straightforward, and uncompromis- 
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obstacle, and exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations of its friends. The Association 
was now known and recognised by large 
bodies of the profession in England, in Scot- 
land, and in Ireland, whose confidence it 
had acquired, and who had been following 
its example, and actiang with it in the attain- 
ment of its laudable objects. Many new 
Associations had been formed upon the same 
model, and for the same purposes, while 
existing societies had been induced to adopt 
measures connected with the general in- 
terests of the profession, which had hitherto 
formed no part of their constitution. Many 
highly interesting questions had engaged the 
serious attention of il since the 
last Anniversary. 


Increase of the Association— Branch and 
Friendly Associations, §c. 


During the past year 71 new members 
had been added to the Association. The 
Council embraced this opportunity of im- 
pressing upon the members, both old and 
new, the propriety of fully explaining to 
their friends and neighbours the real objects 
of the Association, as there was reason to 
believe, from facts which had transpired, 
that they were greatly misapprehended. An 
extensive Branch Association had been 
formed for Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, 
and the adjoining counties, comprising 
many of the most influential physicians and 
surgeons of those localities. This Branch 
had published a Report in which it stated 
that its members had pledged themselves to 
oppose the disgraceful system of tendering 
for Poor-Law Unions, and that they would 
not accept of any office by such means, The 
Stroud Branch bad furnished a report of its 
proceedings for the past year, from which it 
appeared that the Poor-Law question and 
the subject of quackery and illegal practice 
had greatly engaged its attention. Last 
year a close connection was formed between 
this and the Glasgow Medical Association, 
and the Council felt that they could depend 
upon the zealous and active co-operation of 
its northern friends. A large and influ- 
ential Association had lately been formed, 
and was now organising, in Ireland, arising 


out of the Medical Congress held in Dublin | 


tioners in the several Branches of Medicine, 
and of Chemists and Druggists ; agreed on 
by the Medical and Surgical Professors in 
the University, the Royal College of Physi- 
cians, and the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Edinburgh.” A correspondence had just 
been opened with a joint Committee of these 
learned bodies, through Wm. Wood, Esq.,a 
member of the Committee, and an active, in- 
telligent reformer, by whose assistance, it 
was to be hoped, that the true principles of 
a practical reform would be carried out, and 
a unity of action established forthwith be- 
tween this Association and the medical au- 
thorities of that justly celebrated school. 


Medical Reform. 


This question had most rapidly advanced, 
both with the public and the profession, 
within the last few years, but especially 
since this Association was founded. After 
the last Anniversary the Council resolved its 
whole members into a Reform Committee, 
from which a Sub-Committee was appoint- 
ed, to consider the outlines of a general mea- 
sure of Medical Reform, which should unite 
and consolidate the profession into one body 
or Faculty of Medicine. The outlines ap- 
peared in Tue Lancer of the 20th of July 
last. It was highly gratifying to the Coun- 
cil to know that many of the soundest and 
most enlightened reformers had given the 
plan their unqualified approbation. 

Quackery. 

This subject was so beset with difficulties, 
—it had been so fostered by the fancies of 
the rich and the ignorance of the poor, and 
so promoted by the apathy and culpable in- 
difference of the various authorities, civil 
and medical, and had become so gigantic 
and formidable, as almost to bid defiance to 
every attempt to suppress or even lessen it. 
The Council believed that the only success- 
ful method of effectually coping with the 
dangers and mischiefs of quackery would 
be the attainment of an enlightened measure 
of medical reform. Much, however, might 
be done to assist in destroying some of the 
outworks of this formidable enemy, A 
Committee had been appointed to ascertain 
the following facts :—First. The number of 


some months since, over which Mr. Car-|empirics and ignorant practitioners. Se- 
michael most ably presided. The Council | condly. The number of illegal but educated 
had most readily afforded the co-operation or partially educated practitioners. Thirdly. 


solicited by the new Association. The 


The number of legal practitioners. a 
t 


Council had also to report the accession of The number of chemists and druggists. 


the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso- 
ciation to the ranks of reform, and the esta- 
blishment, in q , of a correspon- 
dence and co-operation between it and this 
Association, Friendly communications had 
likewise taken place with several associated 
bodies of practitioners and others, Some 
time since a document was forwarded to the 
Council, entitled “‘ Propositions relative to 
the Education and Privileges of Practi- 


was hoped that the Committee would be as- 
sisted in their arduous work by their bre- 
thren generally. In an interview which the 
Committee recently had with the worthy 
solicitor to the Apothecaries’ Company, that 
functionary was absolutely alarmed when 
the deputation presented him with a most 
formidable list of irregular and unqualified 
practitioners, and asked him whether the 


Company were prepared to prosecute those 
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cases. He stated that they had brought 
actions against several hundred delinquents, 
at an expence of from 150l. to 200/. in each 
case, but that the process was so expensive 
that their exchequer would not stand against 
such drains; that the law must be altered ; 

it was much too costly to be worked to ad- 
vantage. The deputation left the solicitor 
of the Company with the impression that the 
fault was not in them but in the law. Dr. 
Cowan, of Reading, and Mr. Coley, of 
Bridgnorth, had published some excellent 

on the subject. 


The Poor-Law Question. 


The Council were happy in being able to 
state that since their last annual Report 
some considerable alterations and ameliora- 
tions in the system of medical relief had 
taken place, which would prove beneficial 
to the poor and to the medical officers. In 
the month of March last a deputation from 
the Council waited upon the Poor-Law 
Commissioners to complain that notwith- 
standing the recommendations of the Par- 
liamentary Committee to the contrary, all 
the grievances previously complained of 
continued in full force. A second interview 
had taken place ; the Commissioners listened 
attentively to the different points which were 
laid before them, expressed themselves 
much gratified by the information which 
they had received, and thanked the deputa- 
tion for the time and attention which the 
Association had bestowed on the subject, 
The President subsequently received a 
minute from the Poor-Law Commissioners 
on medical relief. By that minute, which 
adopted several of the most important 
suggestions, as to remuneration, &c., recom- 
mended by this Association ; a fixed salary 
was proposed, calculated on the number of 
bona-fide cases of all those who might be on 
the permanent pauper list, at the rate of 6s, 
to 6s. 6d. for each case, to be increased in 
extensive districts, and 10s. a case for those 
not on the pauper list ; midwifery and capi- 
tal operations were to be paid for separately. 
Though not so expressed in the minute it 
was understood by the deputation that in 
future the system of conferring office by 
tender would be discontinued. The above 
scale, if honestly carried out, would more 
than doublethe previous remuneration. The 
Council invited their medical brethren to 
forward to them all matters of complaint, 
and departures from the plan now prescribed 
by the Commissioners, with such sugges- 
tions for their improvement as experience 
might dictate. 

Medical Coroners. 

The Council] warmly congratulated their 
own members and the profession generally 
on the success, or, rather, the settlement of 
a subject of y 4 vast im e to the 
community, to the science of medical juris- 


prudence, and to the interests and 

ability of every medical practitizuer, It 
could now no longer be a question whether 
Coroners should be elected from the legal or 
the medical profession, It was acknow- 
ledged both by friends and foes that Mr. 
Wakley had raised the office from the de- 
graded state to which it had sunk in the 
hands of attorneys, to a degree of usefulness 
and respectability which it had never 
hitherto attained in this country. 


Petitions to Parliament. 


Two petitions were presented to Parlia- 
ment from the Association during the last 
session, the first to the House of Commons 
only, by Mr. Wakley, against Mr. Serjeant 
Talfourd’s Copyright Bill; the second, in 
favour of a Uniform Penny Postage, to both 
Houses. 

The Council concluded their Report by 
urging upon the members of the Association, 
and the profession generally, the great im- 
portance of union among themselves, and 
perseverance in steadily working out the 
great objects before them. 

The Report was listened to with marked 
attention, and several parts were loudly 
cheered. 

Dr. Lyncu (of Newcastle-upon-Tyne) rose, 
with pleasure, to move “ That the Report of 
the Council be received and adopted.”—He 
could not avoid expressing his admiration 
of the activity and energy which had mark- 
ed the Association from its commencement 
to the present period, especially for the un- 
ceasing assiduity and diligence with which 
the Council had discharged the duties fall- 
ing to their share. He trusted that their 
proceedings would hereafter be made gene- 
rally known through the medium of the 
press, for medical reform was more impor- 
tant to the public than to the profession. 
That fact was not well understood, It was 
true that the Association had had the assist- 
ance of a medical journal which, from its 
origin up to the present moment had been 
an active supporter of every improvement in 
the medical profession; but he trusted that 
every gentleman belonging to the Associa- 
tion would exert his influence in procuring 
the insertion of its proceedings in the pro- 
vincial press also, TheJAssociation deserved 
the gratitude of the public for its efforts to 
ameliorate the new Poor-Law. That the 
plan of reform advanced by the Association 
was well considered and well judged, was 
quite evident from its early adoption by the 
Irish Society. The Report had expressed a 
hope that the medical profession in the 
north of England would come forward to 
advocate the cause of reform, There were 
many active reformers there, but unfortu- 
nately they were rather supine. There were 
from 600 to 700 members of the profession 

residing north of the Humber, who had not 
joined either of the great Associations, He 
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trusted that their inactivity would not long 
continue ; that they would either unite them- 
selves with existing bodies, or form distinct 
Associations. (Applause.) He coincided 
with almost all the Report contained. There 
were a few points on which he differed with 
its sentiments, but they were so few that he 
would uot name them. There was one topic, 
however, to which he gladly adverted. He 
had been engaged in a controversy in which 
he expressed an opinion unfavourable to 
medical coroners ; but the manner in which 
the office had been discharged by Mr. Wak- 
ley, with whom he was personally unac- 
quainted, had led to a complete alteration 
of his views on that subject. (Cheers.) The 
Association had already secured from the 
Legislature, even amid political strifes and 
party contests, an attentive consideration of 
the evils afflicting the profession, instead of 
that supercilious neglect with which it had 
been formerly treated. (Cheers.) 

Campsett, Esq., having seconded the 
resolution, it was put and agreed to. 

The Cuairman then announced the names 
of the gentlemen chosen by ballot to consti- 
tute the Council for the ensuing year. 

R. Davinson, Esq., read the petition 
which he had been requested to draw up on 
the subject of medical reform. For this do- 
cument we have not room at present. 

Wattace, Esq., moved,— 

“That the petition to both Houses of 
Parliament, praying fora general measure 
of medical reform, be cordially adopted, and 
ordered to be presented early in the ensuing 
session,” 

He need not make a single comment upon 
the very important and necessary step of 
adopting that petition. 

W. Eates, Esq., in seconding the resolu- 

tion, said that not only was reform required 
in existing medical institutions, but a new 
one must be established. 
Baker, Esq., expressed his full con- 
currence in the petition. It would be advis- 
able to have a number of copies printed and 
forwarded to the members of the profession 
and the Legislature. It would also be re- 
quisite to have a bill drawn up and intro- 
duced into the House, embodying the sen- 
timents of the petition, immediately after 
the presentation of that document. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

J. Howe, Esq., presented the finance 
accounts. He trusted that the Benevolent 
Fund would be speedily increased. With- 
out some extra subscriptions, years would 
elapse before it amounted to a sum deserv- 
ing of consideration. 

E. Evans, Esq. (the Treasurer) observed, 
that as one half of the subscriptions to that 
fund was appropriated to the relief of medi- 
cal men who were properly recommended, 
it was necessarily kept in a low state. 

Dr. Tnomson had great pleasure in pro- 


posing,;— 


“That the best thanks of the meeting be 
given to the Sub-Committee appoin to 
consider and the details of a gene- 
ral measure of medical reform, and that 
they be reappointed, with power to add to 
their numbers.” 

The Report which had been presented 
must satisfy every one of the invaluable la- 
bours of the Sub-Committee. 

J. N. Barnerinee, Esq., seconded the re- 
solution, which was put and carried. 

R. Davinsdn, Esq., moved,— 

* That the thanks of the meeting be given 
to the Committee appointed to consider the 
subject of quackery, and that they be re- 
quested to continue their services, with 
power to add to their numbers.” 

Wn. Hucues, Esq., seconded the motion, 
which was put and agreed to. 

Dr. Green said that perhaps of all the 
questions which had been brought under the 
consideration of the Association, that ef the 
new Poor-Law was the most important. 
Unfortunately, in this country, the poor con- 
stituted the majority,and the tender mercies 
ofthe Poor-Law Commissioners, combined 
with their water-gruel, had rendered an im- 
mense number of the poor population sick. 
Hence the interests of medical men were 
deeply affected by the Poor-Law Bill, and 
though they were neglected by the existing 
corporations, yet the subject had been taken 
up by this Association, and almost carried 
to a successful issue. The proposed in- 
creased remuneration would, in some pa- 
rishes, amount to five or sixfold that now 
received. Instead of 40l., 50l., or 601. a 
year, which would hardly pay for medicines 
in London, or shoe the horses in the rural 
districts, surgeons who laboured propor- 
tionately, would obtain adequate salaries. 
(Cheers.) He begged to move,— 

“ That the Poor-Law Committee be reap- 
pointed to watch the progress of this ques- 
tion, and to take such steps as may be neces- 
sary for carrying out the intentions of the 
Association thereon.” 

The resolution having been seconded was 
carried unanimously. 

Several gentlemen were then elected mem- 
bers of the Association, among whom were 
Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, and Dr. Johnson, 
of Shrewsbury. 

Wm. Simpson, Esq., moved, and R, 
Stevens, Esq., seconded, 

“* That the cordial thanks of the Associa- 
tion be given to the President, Vice-Presi- 
dents, and other officers and members of 
Council, for their valuable, zealous, and ac- 
tive services during the past year.” 

The CuatrMan, on behalf of himself and 
his colleagues, briefly acknowledged the 
compliment, 

C, Packer, Esq., moved a resolution to 
the effect, that there should be four general 
meetings of the Association annually instead 
of two, as heretofore; but the Chairman in- 
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formed him that that involved an alteration | 
of the laws, which could only be done at the 
March Eee. 

— Baker, proposed, 

“ That the petition which the meeting had | 
heard read should be printed, and a copy 
forwarded to each member of each House of 
Parliament.” 

The resolution having been seconded, was 
put and agreed to. 

Farr, Esq., then read the annual 
oration on medical reform. (We shall find 
room for this able essay next week. ] 

Professor Grant moved, and Dr. Mar- 
SHALL HALt seconded, 

“ That the best thanks of this be 
given by acclamation to Mr. Farr, for his 
able, valuable, and enlightened oration on 
medical reform, and that the Council be re- 
quested to take measures to make it public.” 

The resolution was then put and 
by acclamation. 

A vote of ine having been ee to 
the the meeting adjourned 


THE DINNER. 


At seven o’clock about 60 gentlemen sat 
down to an excellent dinner, at which Dr. 
Webster presided. 

The cloth having been removed, and Non 
Nobis Domine sung, the usual loyal toasts 
were proposed, and drunk with acclamation. 

The CHatrMan next proposed “ The Army 
and Navy.” 

G. Parsons, Esq., in acknowledging the 
toast, said, that he felt most sincerely the 
honour conferred upon him, and upon the 
medical officers of the Army and Navy. That 
Navy, which was the pride and boast of this 
nation, and had always been the bulwark of 
her safety, like all other institutions, had 
undergone many changes. They must be 
called reforms, and in some respects they 
were improvements. If war should again 
arise, he trusted that poor Jack would be 
found as ready as ever to unfurl and to de- 
fend “ the flag which had braved a thousand 
i the battle and the breeze.” (Cheers.) 

t must be obvious that the assistant-surgeon 
to the Royal Navy was not a Roderick 
Random, neither did he belong to the class 
of doctors’ mates. The cock-pit was not the 
proper place for the assistant-surgeon. 
(Cheers.) The second lieutenant of marines 
was admitted to the board-room, though he 
was inferior inrank to the assistant-surgeon. 
The latter was always an educated man, but 
it was of little consequence whether the 
former was able to tell whether the first 
letter of his name was an M or an Ism. 
(Laughter.) The age and qualification of an 
assistant-surgeon entitled him to be the mess- 
mate of men, and not to be made, as he was 
now, the companion of boys. (Cheers.) The 
disagreeableness, the privations,and the dan- 
gers of a life at sea, were little known, and 
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less appreciated, L. A sleek, smooth- 
faced gentlemen, who sat quietly at dinner 
in their arm-chairs, with no other anxiety 
than to keep a bright look out for the oppor- 
tunity when they could come cuckoo over 


| others by bundling them out of their nests, 


and taking possession of them for themselves. 
(Laughter and cheers.) It would only be 
an act of tardy justice when that excellent 
class of officers, who had so long, so ably, 
and so faithfully, discharged their duties, 
had acceded to them the honour of the ser- 
vices they had rendered. ( Cheers.) 


G. Pitcuer, Esq., said, that the stewards 
had imposed upon him the duty of proposing 
what might be termed the toast of the even- 
ing, namely, “ Success to the British Me- 
dical Association, and its branches.” 
(Cheers.) It was fortunate, however, that 
the interests of the profession were most in- 
timately blended with the interests of the 
public; that which degraded the former 
must injure the latter; that which elevated 
the profession must benefit the public. This 
Association therefore had great claims to 
public confidence and favour. It had no 
selfish objects in view. (Cheers.) He was 
sure they would all agree with the remark 
of the excellent Bentham, that that was of 
the greatest worth which did the greatest 
good to the greatest number, Let them 
therefore place the most useful, and conse- 
quently the most honourable of professions 
upon a sure and proper basis. (Cheers.) 
Who would be the greatest gainers by it, 
the members of the profession or the public? 
(Cheers.) He need not answer the ques- 
tion. The profession, however, could not 
be elevated to its true position while it was 
divided into sections; nor could it do that 
good of which it was capable while its 

8, educated in one part of the united 
kingdom, were forbidden to practise in 
another part of it. (Hear, hear.) By thus 
hampering the members of the profession, 
the public themselves were sufferers to a 
very great extent. Their division into 
three classes was perfectly unnatural; 
it had injured and trammelled the pro- 
fession ever since it had been adopted. 
(Cheers.) The great object of this Associa- 
tion was to remove that stambling-block to 
their usefulness; not to depress all to the 
same level, but to raise all to the same 
height, so that he whose circumstances led 
him to practise among the poor should be as 
well educated as he whose duty called him 
to the palace. (Cheers.) The fact of one 
man practising among the lower classes, and 
another among the higher, depended upon 
chance in the great majority of cases, rather 
than upon intrinsic merit. He would have 
no distinctions excepting those which talent 
and industry might produce. It was a lead- 
ing feature of this Association to unite the 
profession under one head; to obtain one 
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governing body, which unfortunately there 
was not at present, and that body to be re- 
sponsible to the profession, aud through it 
to the public. There would then be a head 
to which ‘hey might apply in the hour of dif- 
ficulty and danger, and in which they would 
have the highest confidence. (Cheers.) 
Another important feature connected with 
the Association was the establishment, at 
some future period, of a court of honour, 
He knew that there were difficulties in 
bringing about such a desideratum, but 
they might be overcome. Misunderstandings 
sometimes occurred among men of the 
greatest honour, which, for want of being 
removed at once, continued through life. 
Before the establishment of such a court 
was contemplated by this Society it had 
occurred to him that it would be of signal 
advantage. Ifthe members of the profes- 
sion were united as they ought to be their 
influence would become great indeed; and 
in proportion as education advanced that 
influence would be directed to right ends. 
(Cheers.) He hailed the formation of a 
benevolent fund connected with the British 
Medical Association as a boon to the pro- 
fession. Cases of distress among the mem- 
bers of the profession were continually 
occurring, and he had often lamented that 
there was no ‘society to which application 
could be made, and which, by inquiring into 
the case, might be the means of saving a 
deserving family from misery and ruin. 


(Cheers.) The toast was then drunk with 
enthusiastic cheering. 


Professor Grant in proposing the next 
toast, “ The Independent Medical Press,” 
observed that in all movements in the 
political and scientific world the labours of 
one who devised a plan were ineffective 
without otheragents. But, notwithstanding 
the great number who might spread their 
opinions and sentiments among the com- 
munity, still, without the aid of the public 
press, their efforts would prove abortive. 
There had been at different times in the 
history of the medical profession men who 
had risen above party spirit and endeavoured 
to maintain that dignified consistency which 
he was delighted to see govern their move- 
ments, The study of medicine did not 
form a part of general edacation, but all 
= were deeply interested in its results. 

ey might not be able to obtain at once 
the voice of the whole community on their 
behalf, but through the medical press the 
grounds and the details of their measures 
would be explained to the world. The 
very purity of institutions was often the 
cause ofinjury. The institutions of civil- 
ised society were improving ; the medical 
profession partook of the general advance- 
ment, and if medical corporate bodies re- 
mained unchanged they must necessarily 
become distanced by the march of intellect, 


Let not medical reformers, therefore, be 
daunted by the reiterated remark that those 
institutions were of old standing ; that they 
were founded by men of the greatest emi- 
nence, They wished not to destroy those 
corporations, but to accommodate them to 
the advancement of medical knowledge, and 
the demands of the profession; or if 
could not be effected, to form a new one, 
which would be better than them all. 
(Cheers.) Very few portions of the medi- 
cal press took up the position of this Asso- 
ciation, which was founded in good sense, 
and in wise and discriminating views. A 
branch of that press, however, had for six- 
teen years followed up one continued, un- 
deviating, steady course, neither intimi- 
dated, on the one hand, by the insults of 
paltry opposition (cheers), nor allured by the 
tempting and flattering prospects held out 
on the other. (Cheers.) Need he say that he 
alluded to Tue Lancet (loud cheers), begun 
and conducted by a medical man, who 
having marked outa path for himself had 
followed it with undeviating cousistency. 
(Renewed cheers.) There was a gentleman 
present who had been long and intimately 
connected with that Journal, who had taken 
a responsible part in carrying it on, and 
he would, therefore, propose, “ The Inde- 
pendent Medical Press, associated with the 
name of Mr, George Mills.” The toast hav- 
ing been drunk with loud applause, 


Mr. Geo. I. Mitts begged to ong Sat the 
honour conferred upon him by Professor 
Grant was wholly unanticipated, as he had 
attended the present Festival purely for the 
pleasure of hearing welcome news relating 
to the interesting topic of medical reform, 
not of attempting to communicate to the 
meeting either opinions of his own or any in- 
formation on the subject of either of the 
toasts. He would rather be superseded on 
this occasion by some friend who was a 
better representative of that industrious 
class of labourers by whose agency the me- 
dical press maintained its existence. If the 
challenge to this effect which he now made 
was not answered, he must, on behalf of 
other gentlemen as well as himself, fulfil the 
duty of thanking the company, humbly but 
sincerely, for the honour they had done to 
the medical press and its contributors in re- 
sponding to the proposition of the great phi- 
losopher who had just addressed them. 
Were he personally known to many instead 
of to only three or four of the members 
of the Association, he should make a few 
remarks en only two topics, namely, the 
medical press, as an agent of reform, and 
the purposes of its founder and chief con- 
ductor. But an apologetic word or two re- 
specting himself might, under the circum- 
stances, reasonably be demanded by the 
meeting. He was greatly interested in the 
question of medical reform, for he had been 
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expressly educated to fulfil those duties 
connected with the medical press on which 
the last ten years of his life had been almost 
wholly occupied. During his apprentice- 
ship to a distinguished member of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons he had become a pupil at 
the Webb-street School, and a student at 
the Borough hospitals. Two better schools 
for showing both sides of the questions on 
~thich the attention of medical reformers 
was occupied, did not then exist, and three 
years spent in the regions of those hospitals 
afforded him good opportunities of detecting 
their comparative uselessness to medical 
science under a bad system of government, 
and the value which must attach to them 
under a good one, Not a day could be 
passed in the boroagh of Southwark at 
that time without deriving evidence that the 
great scientific resources of Guy’s and St. 
Thomas’s Hospitals were reserved for the 
benefit of a few favoured individuals, and 
he studied and reported in one of them 
only in direct defiance of the orders of the 
Treasurer against the free portion of the medi- 
cal press being permitted to make its voice 
heard from within its walls, Twelve years, 
however, had wrought a great change in 
the aspect of medical reform, For alongtime 
the press said much, but could effect little, 
on its behalf. In the learned work of Mr. 
Godfrey Higgins, Isis Revelata, the laborious 
author had stated that he commenced his 
studies with the resolution to work at them 


six hours daily for ten years, but he had 
really laboured during ten hours a day for 


twenty years. For the first ten years of that 
time he had accomplished apparently no- 
thing, but in the last the results so fast ar- 
rived that he was overwhelmed by their 
abundance. So had it been with the labours 
of the great medical reformer, Mr. Wakley. 
For the first half of his editorial life he had 
only accumulated before the eyes of the 
torpid profession the errors of the prevailing 
system of medical education and govern- 
ment. In the latter half of that time he had 
been witnessing the gradual awkening of 
his brethren to a sense of their degrading 
position, and now they were on'the eve of 
effecting the great object which from the 
first he had, with a prophetic spirit, urged 
them to demand. It was gratifying to him 
(Mr. Mills) to find his own faith—twelve 
years since established—in the final achieve- 
ment of an independent press—opposed as 
medical reform once was on almost every 
hand—justified—amongst other signs of the 
times—in the position assumed by the 
British Medical Association, which would 
ultimately become the central point of the 
profession, and must ever occupy a promi- 

nent place in the bistory of the profession in 
England. Mr. Mills then made a brief his- 
torical reference to the labours of Tue 
Lancet, and the one principle which 

Mr. Wakley had ever kept in view as its 
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editor, namely, the public welfare, and avow- 
ed his impression that equal honesty and 
independence were essential to bring 

one of the labours of the press to a success- 
ful issue. In conclusion, ke made some 
general remarks on the influence of the press, 
and pointed out that those elements, in the 
depression of any country, which had in 
past ages been in operation, would be effec- 
tually combated in the career of every future 
people, by that modern creation of ingenuity 
and intellect, the press, so that prophets, 
who lamented over the “ fall of nations,” 
must now, instead of calculating from the 
experience of the past, make new horo- 
scopes of the condition of succeeding gene- 
rations, if they wished to foretell aright 
their progress. The press, employed with 
the advantages which attended its perfect 
freedom, could not fail, since honesty as well 
as venality had free competition in the mart 
of periodical literature, to modify or abate 
every evil, and increase every good, which 
waited on the footsteps of luxury and 
civilisation. 


Dr. R. D. Tuompson proposed “ The Pro- 
fessors and Teachers of Medical Science.” 
His opinions on some topics connected with 
medical education might be at variance with 
those around him, but he had no objection to 
a toast like the present. It was of great 
importance that the teachers of medical 
science should be held in the highest respect. 
It was of no consequence to the public 
where a man obtained his education, provid- 
ed that he really had knowledge. ( Applause.) 
They were not to hold up men to respect 
merely because they were teachers, but 
esteem them for the information and know- 
ledge they possessed. That was one great 
object of ‘the British Medical Association, 
and upon that ground he bad joined it. He 
had been educated principally in Scotland, 
where a greater degree of liberality prevail- 
ed than in London. On arriving in London 
he found a number of institutions establish- 
ed, at the head of which he was told there 
were persons of great distinction. (Hear, 
hear.) He inquired what they had done for 
science, but was unable to procure an an- 
swer. (Laughter, and hear, hear.) There 
were, however, some splendid exceptions; 
he referred to the names of such men as Sir 
Astley Cooper. (Loud cheers.) He had 
derived great benefit from reading his works, 
but many of the books published by men 
holding high stations were a disgrace to the 
profession. He had been told that main- 
taining the monopolies in the different hos- 
pitals of the metropolis was the only way of 
securing eminent men. Let, however, the 
hospitals be opened to public competition 
and they would have a hundred Abernethys, 
a hundred Coopers, (Loud cheers.) 


R, Graincer, Esq., rose to return thanks. 
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In much which had been stated by the gen- 
ueman who proposed the toast he entirely 
concurred, but some of it applied to times 
which were past rather than to the present. 
He was highly gratified to find that the Bri- 
tish Medical Association had adopted an 
admirable outline of medical reform. Al- 
though many persons might not have taken 
an active part in its affairs, yet they did not 
fee] less interested in the subject of medical 
reform. He was anxious to see adopted a 
= of reform which would not pull down, 

ut raise up the profession, a plan such as 
that proposed by this Association. A high 
standard of medical education must form 
one of the prominent features of salutary re- 
form. (Cheers.) The country and the age 
had entirely outgrown the puny institutions 
handed down from bygone years. Although 
in some respects the London University did 
not fulfil all that was desired, yet he hailed 
it with great satisfaction as the commence- 
ment of a change. That it was not respon- 
sible to the members of the profession was 
an evil, but an evil almost unavoidable. He 
was of opinion that the heads of the profes- 
sion should be chosen by the body of the 
profession. (Hear, hear.) He thought the 
day was not far distant when that most de- 
sirable object would be effected. A great 
outcry had been raised against the require- 
ments of the University, but when pupils 
had held up their hands against the improv- 
ed education required, they had overlooked 
their own advantages. Amongst other evils 
at the present day was that continual stum- 
bling-block, the Apothecaries’ Company. 
He spoke not of individuals but of the sys- 
tem, a system which placed the education 
of the most important and most scientific 
part of the profession under the auspices of 
a trading body. So long as five years ap- 
prenticeship was required, monstrous injus- 
tice would be done. It abstracted five years 
from the time which ought to be devoted to 
the study of the more important parts of the 
profession. In addition to the five years 
thus occupied by apprenticeship, the Apo- 
thecaries’ Company had grafted upon it the 
necessity of three years attendance on lec- 
tures, &c. Xc., so that eight years were occu- 

ied in qualifying a general practitioner for 

is profession, whereas four years were all 
that was required by the learned Universi- 
ties in order to obtain their diploma. (Hear, 
hear.) He trusted that, with one exception, 
the outline of reform proposed by this As- 
sociation would be fully carried out. He 
thought that in this country there ought to 
be an equelity of rights, or if any distinction 
was adopted it should be solely upon the 
ground of mental ability. They ought not 
to be satisfied with that minimum of know- 
Jedge which would enable a man to get into 
practice, but have some higher object to 
obtain. If they took away the reward of 
extraordinary merit they would remove one 


of the greatest stimulants to professional 
acquirement, (Loud cheers.) 

The CHaiRMAN; was sure that the next 
toast would be received with the distinction 
it deserved. It was “‘ Our Parliamentary 
Friends.” (Loud cheers.) He had hoped 
that several would have been present, but 
circumstances had prevented their attend- 
ance. The Chairman then read a letter re- 
ceived from J. Hume, Esq., M.P., in which 
the honourable Member expressed his re- 
gret that he was not able to join the com- 
pany, but approved of the objects of the As- 
sociation. As the Association hoped to 
bring in a Bill embodying a large measure 
of medical reform, they must make friends 
among the Legislature. He would, there- 
fore, press upon every member the import- 
ance of using his influence in that respect. 
(Applause.) 

Joun Brapy, Esq. proposed, as the next 
toast, “ The Orator of the Day ;” in doing 
which he passed a high and just encomium 
upon the Oration delivered by Mr. Farr, 
who briefly acknowledged the toast. 


Dr. Lyncu, of Newcastle, said, that resid- 
ing as he did many miles from the metropo- 
lis, he had but few friends and acquaint- 
ances who were members of the Association. 
But he believed that every man of honour 
and principle was called upon to use his 
best efforts in the removal of evils injurious 
to the profession and the public, and dis- 
graceful to this great nation. He rose to 
propose as a toast, “ The President of the 
Association.” (Loud cheers.) It was a mat- 
ter of the utmost importance to have so able 
a man atits head. He at once gained re- 
spect for himself and an attentive considera- 
tion of the objects of the Association. (Re- 
newed cheers.) 


The CuHarrman rose and said, that he 
would rather that the eulogium bestowed 
upon himself had been bestowed on the 
cause. He felt great interest in the institu- 
tion, and in the progress it was now making 
in the world. His sentiments were so well 
kuown that it was not necessary for him 
now to come forward and explain his creed. 
(Cheers.) There were, however, one or two 
points which pressed themselves on his 
mind. One was, the rapid progress of re- 
form; the other, the degraded state of some 
branches of the profession. The rapid pro- 
gress of reform was remarkable, Prior to 
the year 1823, medical reform was not heard 
of: there was no liberal press. In 1826, a 
movement was made in this very tavern, but 
unfortunately it began in insincerity, and 
ended in apostacy. (Loud cheers.) In the 
College of Physicians there was among the 
licentiates what might be called a Reform 
Association, which at one time numbered no 
less than 70 members. The number was af- 
terwards reduced to 40, then to 12, and at 
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the present day he believed there were 
none. What had become of the number? 
Some, in an apathetic spirit, had ceased to 
labour in the cause; others had been tam- 
pered with, and men who at one time had 
sigoed a petition to the House of Commons 
against the monopoly with their right hand, 
had since with their left accepted Fellow- 
ships. (Shame.) There were, however, 
many honourable exceptions to that course 
of proceeding. (Cheers.) The few remain- 
ing members had joined this Association. 
He regretted that the parliamentary inquiry 
had hitherto produced so little good, but 
he looked forward with pleasure to the 
period when they would reap the fruits 
of that inquiry. Then, with respect to the 
degraded state of some parts of the profes- 
sion—from what did it arise? He alluded 
more especially to the number of apostates 
amongst the general practitioners who had 
accepted tenders under the Poor-law Com- 
missioners. It was the state of the law 
rather than their own inclination which led 
to the course they had pursued. Had the 
heads of the colleges taken proper measures 
such degradation would not have fallen upon 
the profession. (Cheers,) Some practitioners 
had absolutely joined with their profession 
the business of grocers. He saw the other 
day in Manchester the following announce- 
meet in the window and on the door of a 
licensed medical man, He would not state 
his name, but adopt a legal cognomen, 
*« John Doe, dispensing apothecary. Horse 
and cattle medicines of al) kinds prepared 
with genuine drugs. Cigars. Medical ad- 
vice gratis, by Mr. Doe, licentiate of the 
Worshipful Company of Apothecaries, Lon- 
don. Prescriptions accurately Prepared. 
Teeth Extracted. Chemist and Druggist. 
Doe, Apothecary and Druggist. Genuine 
Drugs, on the lowest terms. Patent medi- 
cines and Perfumery, (Cheers and Laughter.) 
Strong Pickle Vinegar. London Pickles. 
Fish Sauces, &c. Soda Water. Lemonade. 
Bear’s-grease, 6d. per pot. (Laughter.) 
Congreve Matches, Id. per box, 2 boxes, 
1jd. Wax and Store Candles.” On the 
door-post was written, “Doe, Surgeon.” 
(Hear, hear, hear.) He entered the shop, 
and found Mr. Doe civil, obliging, and 
anxious to answer inquiries. He asked 
him if he was a member of the College of 
Surgeons, to which he replied in the nega- 
tive. It was the man’s poverty, and not his 
will, which induced him to pursue such a 
course in order to gain a livelihood. (Hear, 
hear.) The state of the law permitted che- 
mists and druggists to compete with le- 
gally-educated medical men, and thus 
quackery became rampant. Was that a 
state of things that could long continue? 
After the recent decision against the Apothe- 
caries’ Company was there not a necessity 
for medical reform? He was, however 
delighted to think that matters having come 


to the worst they must soon be mended. 
They were now in such a position that the 
medical profession might be compared to a 
cask of wine in a state of fermentation. It 
might be divided into three 

scum, the dregs, and the pure, clear liquor, 
(Laughter and — He hoped 
would soon get rid of the scum—that 
monopolies would be destroyed, and irre- 
sponsibility cease to exist; with respect to 
the dregs—Poor-Law tenders and quackery 
in every form—he trusted they would soon 
be unheard of; and thenthe pure wine—the 
vigour of the profession—would diffuse its 
blessings through the country. This was 
not a private but a public question. The 
medical profession administered to the ne- 
cessities of every buman creature, from the 
cradle to the grave. He trusted that the 
members of the profession would feel the 
great importance of union, and would take 
every opportunity of circulating the outline 
of reform to which allusion had been made, 
The Association asked for nothing the pro- 
priety of which was not pointed out by 
common sense; but without unity they 
would never be able to accomplish their 
objects. (Cheers.) 


Dr, Lyxcu (of London) proposed, in a 
suitable speech, “The healths of the Vice- 
Presidents and Council.” 


Dr. Marsuwatt Hatt, in returning thanks, 
said that he felt a hearty concero in the 
cause which had brought them together that 
evening. He contended that every prac- 
titioner should pass through the same exa- 
mination and receive the same diploma, and 
then if there was a difference let it be thai 
which every man created for himself. He 
would have the profession so constituted 
that every private soldier might become a 
general. Such were his sentiments, and 
from them he did not intend to swerve, 
(Loud applause.) The evils resulting from 
quackery were innumerable. He saw a 
patient the other day labouring under pleuro- 
poeumonia, whose pain had been alleviated 
in the first instance by a draught given 
him by a druggist residing in the neighbour- 
hood of Paddington, but who, ignorant of 
the complaint, merely sought to lull the 
pain, while the disease was suffered to pro- 
ceed unchecked, When he (Dr. Hall) saw 
the patient be was reduced toa state in which 
recovery appeared impossible. That was a 
murderous state of things, which ought not 
to be allowed to continue. When druggists 
advertised for assistants at the present day, 
the first question they put to the applicants 
was, “Are you an adept at counter-practice ?” 
If they were, they would give a salary which 
a young man who had passed the Hall could 
not procure, so that the wages of iniquity 
exceeded in amount the wages of honesty. 
(Renewed cheers.) The high rewards of the 
profession ought to be open toevery man 
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who chose to seek them. The preseut state 
of things ought not to be allowed to continue. 
He had paid 60 guineas to the College of 
Physicians, but that did not entitle him to 
enter the doors and look at their books, or 
at the diagrams of Harvey on the wall. 
Could such things be endured? (Cheers.) 
They had a mighty work to achieve, and 
amighty engine must be put into operation 
in order to accomplish it. (Renewed Ap- 


Mr. James proposed as the next toast, 
“The Treasurer, Auditors, and Trustees of 
the Association.” 

E. Evans, Esq., the Treasurer, retarned 
thanks for himself and the auditors. 

G. Piicner, Esq., expressed a hope that 
the Benevolent Fund would be speedily 
augmented. 

— Carveran, Esq., proposed “ The Health 
of the Honorary Secretary, C. H. R. Harri- 
son, Esq., and the Solicitor, David Davies, 
Esq.,” both of whom acknowledged the 


toast. 

“The Health of the Stewards ” was next 
drunk, for which J. N. Bainbridge, Esq., re- 
turned thanks. 

The Cuarrman proposed as the last toast, 
“The Visitors,” and noticed the eminent 
service which the daily press was capable of 
rendering the cause of Medical Reform. 

The compliment having been acknow- 
ledged, the company shortly afterwards 


separated, 


RESTORATION 
OF A 


LARGE PORTION OF THE FACE. 


Tue following case presents an example 
of one of the most fortunate attempts which, 
perhaps, has ever been made to restore, by 
surgical operation, a large portion of the 
human figure :— 

A Belgian soldier received, in 1831, a 
gun-shot wound, which shattered the lower 
jaw, cut through the tongue, and carried 
away the upper lip, with the cheek and 
superior maxilla. The mouth and nasal 
fosse were thus converted into one cavity ; 
behind, the velum pendulum and palatine 
bones were untouched, but the mouth com- 
municated on either side with the zygo- 
matic fosse. On the right side the floor of 
the orbit was driven in, and the eyeball 
forced out of its cavity. This enormous 
wound did not bleed, and the man was 
carried off the field three hours after its 
receipt. A long time elapsed before any 
regular surgical aid could be afforded, when 
the face presented the most deplorable ap- 
pearance. The portion of the nose which 
remained had become adherent to the roof of 
the palate; the fragments of the lip and 


right cheek were rolled up and 
the perpendicular diameter of the face 
much reduced by the loss of the up 
jaw-bone, while the lower maxilla 
carried upwards and touched the dorsum 
of the nose. The tongue was adherent to 
the roof of the mouth, and the patient could 
only express himself by indistinct guttural 
sounds. 

On the 18th of March, 1539, M. Burg- 
graeve endeavoured to correct these defor- 
mities by the following operation :—The 
lower lip was separated on either side by 
two cuts with the scissars; two other in- 
cisions were then made (the convexity being 
downwards) from the opening of the nasal 
fosse to the anterior edges of the maxillary 
bones, while two incisions descended at 
right angles to the last, along the masseter 
muscles to the angles of the lower jaw. 
Two flaps were thus formed, and separated 
from the subjacent parts, being adherent to 
the skin of the neck by two pedicles of an 
inch in breadth. The nose was now dis- 
sected away from its adherences to the 
palate, and two side-flaps brought together, 
the nose being placed on their juncture at 
the middle line of the new lip. The upper 
and internal angle of the right flap was 
fixed by two points of suture under the 
angle of the right orbit, and the other por- 
tions of the edges were also united by 
points of the interrupted suture. This 
tedious and terrible dissection lasted an 
hour and a quarter. No dressings, save 
lint and water, were applied; the patient 
took au opiate draught. The cold lotions 
were continged. On the third day it was 
found necessary to remove a silver plate 
which had been placed under the flap to 
represent the maxillary bone and dorsum of 
the nose. As the mouth was too narrow to 
permit its extraction M. Burggraeve divided 
the sutures along the median line of the 
wound, and extracted the metal plate with- 
out difficulty. On the healing of the dif- 
ferent parts of the wound it was found that 
the lower jaw still ascended above the upper 
lip, and rendered the ingestion of food 
difficult, To remedy this defect the sur- 
geon elevated the commissures of the 
mouth on either side by removing elliptical 
portions of the skin, in the direction of the 
naso-labial lines, and this had the desired 
effect ; he also cut away the indurated cel- 
lular tissue of the cheek which had been 
occasioned by the dissection of the flaps.— 
French Medical Gazette, Sept. 31, 1839, 


APPARATUS FOR VAPOUR BATHS. 


Tue following is a description of a cheap 
and commodious apparatus for vapour baths, 
which was lately presented by M. Duval to 


the Royal Academy of Medicine :— 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


M. Daval’s consists— 

1. Of a spirit-lamp, with four wick 
burners, which contains a decilitre of alco- 
hol at 36 degrees. The centre of the lamp 
is pierced by a small opening to permit of 
the escape of the alcoholic vapour. 

2, Of a three-footed stand, composed of 
iron wire, and intended to support the reser- 
voir of water. This latter contains four de- 
cilitres of water, and is closely covered in ; 
to the cover, however, is fitted a tube 
through which the vapour may be conveyed 
to different parts of the body, and which is 
furnished with a cock for the purpose of 
stopping the vapour when necessary. When 
a general bath is administered the body may 
be enveloped in a blanket supported on 
~ and the blanket covered with vil- 


The quantity of spirit contained in the 
lamp is sufficient to keep up combustion 
during 50 or 60 minutes, at a cost of about 
two-pence. The cost of the whole apparatus 
is not more than two pounds five shillings, 
while those commonly in use cost not less 
than from twelve than to twenty pounds.— 
Bul. de ' Acad, de Med., Nos. 19 and 20, 
1839. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 


FATTY TUMOUR ON THE SHOULDER,—REMOVAL, 


J. M. W., aged 62, was admitted on the 
9th of September, under the care of Mr. 
is asurgical instrument-maker, 
of spare frame. Has a fatty moveable 
tumour, about six inches long and four 
broad, flattened, between the point of the 
shoulder and the neck, over the trapezius. 
He is in pretty good health. The tumour 
appeared eight years since, and has been 
gradually increasing. 

11. Mr. Liston made an incision in the 
longitudinal direction of the tumour, and 
another at right angles. The flaps were 
dissected off, and the tumour turned out. 
Six hours afterwards the edges were brought 
together by three sutures and isinglass 


plaster. 

12. The patient passed a good night; but 
has caught a violent cold and is feverish. 
The wound has become united to a con- 
siderable extent.—To have two drachms of 
Epsom salts, and half a drachm of anti- 
monial wine, three times a day, After 
taking the antimony he vomited a good 
deal. Sutures taken out. 

14. He is extremely restless and unruly ; 
constantly disturbing the dressings and 
lying on the wound, the edges of which are 
beginning to disunite; the flaps have an 
erysipelatous appearance, and the discharge 
is of an extremely foetid nature. 

15. The edges of the wound have become 
quite disunited, and the bottom of the sore 
covered witha dark slough. The discharge 
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is very profuse and foetid. Poultices are 
applied.—To have a purgative of extract of 
colocynth. 

16. Flaps of a deeper red than yesterday ; 
discharge very foctid.—To have a draught, 
consisting of six grains of bicarbonate of 
soda, three drachms of infusion of rhubarb, 
and six drachms of infusion of cascarilla, 
three times a day. 

17. The erysipeletous blush over the 
flaps not so extensive. The patient has 
again caught cold. Pulse 96, and excited ; 
skin hot; he is restless; discharge less 
fortid. 

21. The sloughy appearance and foetid 
discharge are completely gone, and healthy 
suppuration h.3 com . Theshoulder 
to be bandaged. 

29. Wound healing rapidly. 

Oct. 9. Wound nearly healed. 


FRACTURE AND DISLOCATION OF THE META- 
TARSAL BONE OF THE GREAT TOE, 


J.B. M., aged 14, was admitted Aug. 
24, under the care of Mr. Liston. He isa 
farrier; was thrown from his horse; the 
animal fell with his shoulder on the patient’s 
foot, and afterwards trod upon the foot while 
he was getting up. The patient was brought 
to the hospital with a wound on the inner side 
of the foot about two inches long. The bone 
was protruding, which Mr. Liston distin- 
guished as the head of the metatarsal bone 
of the great toe, which was also fractured, 
The parts surrounding the protruded bone 
were divided, and the bone nipped off by a 
pair of bone-nippers. 

30. The wound discharges thin pus; a 
piece of bone is discharged. 

Sept. 4. Zinc wash to the wound, which 
does not seem inclined to heal. A piece of 
exposed bone is detectable at the bottom of 
the wonnd, 

16. The exposed bone appears covered 
by granulations. The patient is improving. 

21. Wound much improved. 

26. The matter has extended backwards, 
and caused a sinus under the foot; this 
was opened, and a slough found of con- 
siderable size. 

Oct, 7. The slough separated a few days 
since. Wound healthy and granulating. 


SCALD OF THE THROAT.—TRACHEOTOMY, 


J. D., aged 16 months, was admitted on 
the 23rd of September. At six o'clock, P.™., 
the child had drank some boiling water out 
of a tea-pot, and at half-past eleven, P.™., 
was brought to the hospital in a state bor- 
dering on asphyxia, The face was con- 
gested; the perspiration was starting from 
the forehead; and the lower extremities 
were cold. The pulse was so rapid as to be 
counted with great difficulty, and the respi- 
ration so quick and laborious as to threaten 
instant Mr. Ancram, the house~ 
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surgeon, proceeded to open the trachea, 
which, on account of the shortness of the 
neck and the fat, was at great depth. Dif- 
ficulty was experienced in opening the 
trachea, and when it was exposed so much 
bleeding occurred that the operator was 
fearful of opening it. Mr. Liston, who had 
been sent for, arrived, and put a knife into 
the windpipe. The child breathed through 
the artificial opening for about five minutes. 
The orifice was then closed, and respiration 
was carried on through the larynx. On 
account of the small size of the windpipe 
no tube could be introduced.—To be placed 
in a warm bath, and to have a grain of calo- 
mel every hour. 

24. Pulse very quick. The breathing is 
carried on through the larynx, with diffi- 
culty, and with acroup-like noise.—Calomel 
continued. 

Vespere. Difficulty of breathing increased. 
—Two leeches to be applied to the chest. 
Great restlessness ; pulse so quick as not 
to be counted.—Two doses, each consisting 
of half a drachm of syrup of poppies, were 
given. Died at 12, p.m. 


Body examined 36 hours after Death. 


Back of the tongue red and congested ; 
epiglottis considerably thickened; upper 
= of larynx also thickened; lymph ef- 
used about the larynx and upper part of 
the pharynx ; cesophagus healthy; trachea 
congested, and filled with frothy mucus; 
posterior part of the lungs much congested ; 
abdomen healthy. Head not examined. 


DRUGGIST APOTHECARIES, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str:—In this town of Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch there is a young man, who, about 
twelve mouths ago, opened a shop for the 
sale of drugs, designating himself chemist 
and druggist, and at the same time pretend- 
ing to treat di as an apothecary, visiting 
patients at their houses, and furnishing them 
with medicines. Now, it happens, that this 
person never served an apprenticeship toa 
chemist or druggist, or any member of the 
College of Surgeons, or of the Apothecaries’ 
Company, and, therefore, is clearly engaging 
in a practice for which he is unqualified. 

A circumstance that came under my notice 
the other day has induced me now to address 
you upon this subjert. 

——A.,agirl, three years of age, daughter 
of respectable parents, had been under the 
care of this person for some days, and died 
unexpectedly in the night of the 29th of 
October, Mr. Kirkland, a surgeon, residing 


here, was called in at the last hour, but 
could not satisfy himself as to the cause of 
death, nor could he ascertain from what dis- 
ease the child had beeuw suffering. 
den termination of this case, 


The sud- 
the circum- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


stance of the child having been attended by 
a man who was totally unqualified to prac- 
tise, has caused many rumours abroad, and 
great dissatisfaction in the neighbourhood. 
This case, Mr. Editor, added to man 
others of the same shameful kind whic 
have already been exposed, distinctly shows 
that the Apothecaries’ Act is of no value in 
protecting the regular practitioner, or that 
the Wardens of the Apothecaries’ Company 
disgracefully and dishonestly neglect their 
duty. I remain, Sir, your constant — 


*,* This case is authenticated by the 
writer’s name and address. An inquest 
should have been held on the body in sucha 
case.—Ep., L, 


We have been too much occupied this 
week in laughing at the inventions and lies 
of the press relative to some alleged pro- 
ceedings in the Court of the Medical Coroner 
for Middlesex, to address any remarks to 
our readers on this amusing suject. In the 
“Times” of Thursday (Oct. 10) there ap- 
peared the following notice to correspond- 
ents :— 

“In answer to the twenty or thirty cor- 
respondents who daily address us respecting 
Mr. Wakley’s vagaries in his capacity of 
Coroner, we beg it to be understood that 
we shall insert only letters which state FACTS, 
and which are PROPERLY AUTHENTICATED.” 

Every other respectable journal will adopt 
a similar course of conduct; and we now 
call upon any one of them to state distinctly 
a single speciric ground of complaint. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


F. H. must serve, or have served, an 
apprenticeship to a licentiate of the Com- 


pany. 

The letter of Sir James Clark did not 
reach us until after it had appeared in all 
the daily papers. 

As L. U. C. “really believes,” as he as- 
serts, that the parties in question are power- 
less, he has motives for acting as he desires 
which cannot be strengthened by any new 
observations on the question. He already 

all the grounds for his judgment 
that he can at present obtain. 

An Apothecary’s Apprentice next week, 
The letters of Mr. Cooper and Dr. Howison 
have been received. 

The communication of Mr. Lane, on the 
observation of pus globules in the blood, 
shall appear in the next Lancer. 

Erratom.—lIn the paper of Mr, Allis, in 
the last Lancet, on the Comparative Insanity 
among the Society of Friends, at page 55, 
line 19, for “ Report of the Glasgow Asy- 
lum,” read Report of the Dundee Asylum. 


